
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 6 

1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 
DALLAS TX 75202-2733 

SEP 0 9 2013 

Crum & Forster Specialty Insurance Company 
305 Madison A venue 
Morristown, New Jersey 07960 

Re: Explo Systems, Inc .. --Notice of Claim or Suit 
Policy EPK 100814, Effective September 12, 20 12 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

I am writing on behalf of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
provide notice of a claim or suit arising from the October 15, 2012 explosion of a 
magazine at1600 Java Road, Camp Minden, Louisiana (Site), which is operated by Explo 
Systems, Inc. The explosion resulted in third party property damage to the magazine and 
cleanup costs at the Site in excess of the deductible. Investigation conducted as a result of 
the explosion led to the discovery of the p·resence of additional hazardous materi.als. Due 
to the ri sk of explosion of these hazardous materials and the prox imity to the human 
population residing in Doyline, Louisiana, approximately 400 homes were evacuated and 
a removal action is required to protect the public health, welfare , or the environment, 
resulting in cleanup costs at the Site. 

As evidence of a claim, please find enclosed a copy of an email from George Malone, 
EPA Region 6 to John King at Explo Systems, Inc. dated August 14, 2013, as well as a 
draft Statement of Work and draft Administrative Settlement Agreement and Order on 
Consent for Removal Action that were attached to the original email. 

You may find it preferable to communicate directly with me at edlund.carl@epa.gov or 
you may contact me at 214.665.7200 on this matter. If you have any legal questions, 
please direct them to Mr. George Malone at 214.665.8030. 

Enclosures 

Carl Edlund 
Director 
Superfund Division 

cc: Laurence J. Eisenstein, Esq. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov/ region6 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper. Process Chlorine Free 
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I. JURISDICTION AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. This Administrative Settlement Agreement and Order on Consent ("Settlement 
Agreement") is entered into voluntarily hy the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
("EPA") and Explo Systems, Inc. ("Explo"), General Dynamics- Ordnance and Tactical 
Systems ("GD-OTS"), and . These parties are collectively referred to as 
"Respondents" throughout this Settlement Agreement. EPA plans to address the United States 
Department of Army under authorities other than CERCLA. This Settlement Agreement 
provides for the performance of a removal action by Respondents and the payment of certain 
response costs incurred by the United States at or in connection with the "Explo Systems, Inc. 
Site" (the "Site") located at the Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant ("LAAP") Site, renamed to 
Camp Minden under a January 1, 2005, property transfer; The Site is located in the northwestern 
corner of the State of Louisiana, in Webster Parish, near the town of Doyline. 

2. This Settlement Agreement is issuedl.\nder the authority vested in the President of the 
United States by Sections 104, 106(a), 107, and 122ofthe Cm,nprehensiveili:nvironmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980,42 U.S.q, §§ 9604, 9606(a),9607 and 9622 
("CERCLA"). 

3. EPA has notified the State Lo1,1isiana (the "State").(lf this action pursuant to Section 
1 06(a) of CERCLA, 42 U.S. C. § 9606(a). . 

4. EPA and Respondents recognize that this Settlement Agreement has been negotiated in 
good faith and that the actions undertaken by Respondents in accordance with this Settlement 
Agreement do not constitute an admission of any liability. Respondents do not admit, and retain 
the right to controvert in any subsequent proceedings other than proceedings to implement or 
enforce this ,Settlern.ent AgreeJ)'lCil~, .the validity of tqe findings of facts, conclusions of law, and 
detenniniltions in Sections IV (Fin<:lings ofFacpand V (Conclusions of Law and 
Determinations) of this SMtlementA~reement. Respondents agree to comply with and be bound 
by the terms,?fthis SettlemeJ1(Agreement and further agree that they will not contest the basis or 
validity of this Settlement Agreement orits.terms. 

II. PARTIES BOUND 

5. This Settlement Agreement is binding upon EPA, the Louisiana State Police ("LSI'"), 
the Louisiana Department ofl~nvironmental Quality ("LDEQ") and upon Respondents and their 
heirs, successors, and assigns. Any change in ownership or corporate status of a Respondent 
including, but not limited to, any transfer of assets or real or personal property shall not alter 
such Respondent's responsibilities under this Settlement Agreement. 

6. Respondents are jointly and severally liable for carrying out all activities required by 
this Settlement Agreement. In the event of the insolvency or other failure of any one or more 
Respondents to implement the requirements of this Settlement Agreement, the remaining 
Respondents shall complete all such requirements. 



7. Respondents shall provide a copy of this Order to each contractor hired to perform the 
Work required by this Order and to each person representing any Respondents with respect to the 
Site or the Work, and shall condition all contracts entered into hereunder upon performance of 
the Work in conformity with the terms of this Order. Respondents or their contractors shall 
provide written notice of the Order to all subcontractors hired to perform any pottion of the 
Work required by this Order. Respondents shall nonetheless be responsible for ensuring that 
their contractors and subcontractors perform the Work in accordance with the terms of this 
Order. 

Ill. DEFINITIONS 

8. Unless otherwise expressly provided in this Settlement Agreement, terms used in this 
Settlement Agreement that are defined in CERCLA or in regulatiO)IS promulgated under 
CERCLA shall have the meaning assigned to them h1 CERCLA or in such regulations. 
Whenever terms listed below are used in this Settlement Agreement or its attached appendices, 
the following definitions shall apply: 

"CERCLA" shall mean the ComprehensiveEnvironmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601-9675. 

"Day" or "day" shall mean a calendar day. In computing any period of time under 
this Settlement Agreement, where the l(lst day would fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or federal 
or state holiday, the periqd ~h(lll run untilthe close ofbusiness of. the next working day. 

. . . 
"Effective Date" shall meim the effective <fate of this Settlement Agreement as 

provided in Section XXX. · 

"EPA" shall mean the United States. Environmental Protection Agency and its 
successor departments, agencies, or instrumentalities. 

"EPA Hazardous Substance Superfund" shall mean the Hazardous Substance 
Superfund established by the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 9507. 

"LDEQ" shall mean the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality and any 
successor departments or agencies of the State. 

"LSP" shall mean the Louisiana State Police and any successor departments or 
agencies of the State. 

"Future Response Costs" shall mean all costs, including, but not limited to, direct 
and indirect costs, that the United States incurs in reviewing or developing plans, reports, 
and other deliverables pursuant to this Settlement Agreement, in overseeing implementation 
of the Work, or otherwise implementing, overseeing, or enforcing this Settlement 
Agreement, including but not limited to, payroll costs, contractor costs, travel costs, 
laboratory costs,, Section IX (Access), Section XIII (Emergency Response and Notification 
of Releases), Paragraph 63 (Work Takeover), and the costs incurred by the United States in 
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enforcing the terms of this Settlement Agreement, including all costs incurred in connection 
with Dispute Resolution pursuant to Section XV (Dispute Resolution) and all litigation 
costs. Future Response Costs shall also include Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry ("ATSDR") costs regarding the Site. 

"Interest" shall mean interest at the rate specified for interest on investments of the 
EPA Hazardous Substance Superfund established by 26 U.S.C. § 9507, compounded 
annually on October I of each year, in accordance with 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a). The applicable 
rate of interest shall be the rate in effect at the time the interest accrues. The rate of interest 
is subject to change on October I of each year. 1 

. 

"National Contingency Plan" or "NCP" shalllnean the National Oil and Hazardous 
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan promulgated pursuantto, Section I 05 of CERCLA, 
42 U.S.C. § 9605, codified at 40 C.F.R. Part 300, and any amendments thereto. 

"Paragraph" shall mean a portion of thM Settlement Agreement identified by an 
Arabic numeral or an upper or lower case letter: 

"Parties" shall mean EPA and Respondents. 

"Post-Removal Site Control"shallmean actions necessary to ensure the 
effectiveness and integrity of the removal action<cQnsistent with Sections 300.415(/) and 
300.5 of the NCP and "Policy on Managen~ent of PQst-Removal Site Control" (OSWER 
Directive No. 9360.2-02, Dec. ~. 1990). · 

"RCRA" shallin'ean the Solid Waste I)isposal Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 6901-6992 (also 
known as the Resource Conservatiqll and Recovery Act). 

"Respondents" shall mean Explo Systems, Inc. ("Explo"), General Dynamics­
Ordnance and Tactical ~ystems · ("GD-OTS "),and 

"Section" shall mean. a. portion qfthis Settlement Agreement identified by a Roman 
numeral. · 

"Settlement Agreement" shall mean this Administrative Settlement Agreement and 
Order on Consent and all. appendices attached hereto (listed in Section XXIX 
(Integration/Appendices)). In the event of conflict between this Settlement Agreement and 
any appendix, this Settlement Agreement shall control. 

1 The Superfund currently is invested in 52-week MK notes. The interest rate for these 
MK notes changes on October I of each year. Current and historical rates are available online at 
h tip: I lwww. epa. gov I ocfopage/finstatement/ superfund/int_rate.htm. 
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"Site" shall mean the Explo Systems, Inc. Site" (the "Site") located on the Louisiana 
Army Ammunition Plant ("LAAP") Site, renamed to Camp Minden under a January I, 
2005, property agreement transfer. The Site is located in the northwestern corner of the 
State of Louisiana, in Webster Parish, ncar the town of Doyline. 

"State" shall mean the State of Louisiana. 

"Statement of Work" or "SOW" shall mean the statement of work for 
implementation of the removal action, as set forth in Appendix A I, and any modifications 
made thereto in accordance with this Settlement Agreement: 

"United States" shall mean the United States of America and each department, 
agency, and instrumentality of the United States, inch.1ding EPA. 

"Waste Material" shall mean (a) any "hazardous substance" under Section 101(14) of 
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14); and (b) any pollutant or contaminant under Section 
101(33) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(33). 

"Work" shall mean all activitie~ and obligations Respondents are required to perform 
under this Settlement Agreement expepqhose required.by Section XI (Record Retention). 

IV. FINDINGS OF FACT 

9. The following information addresses the facts and circumstances surrounding the 
contamination and endangerment at the Explo Systems, Inc. Site. 

a. The Explo Systems, Inc. Site ("Site") is located on approximately 132 acres of 
Camp Minden, Lol)isiana. CmnpMinden includes approximately 14,995 acres, and was 
formerly known as th~ Louisiana, Army Amintmition Plant ("LAAP"). LAAP's primary 
function was to produce, assemble, load, and pack ammunitions. Burning and demolition 
activities were also performed to destroy explosives and explosive wastes generated by 
manufacturing of munitions. The above activities resulted in LAAP's placement on the 
National Priorities List in March 1989. 

b. On January 1, 2005, the United States Army ("Army") transferred ownership of 
the Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant to the State of Louisiana National Guard ("LNG"), 
and the property was re-named Camp Minden, Louisiana. As owner of the Site property, 
LNG entered into leasing agreements with Explo Systems, Inc. ("Explo"), which allowed 
Explo to use the Site property and approximately I 00 magazines/buildings. Explo utilized 
the Site property, magazines and buildings to perform activities required under 
demilitarization and disposal contracts (i.e., November 16, 2006 and March 24, 20 I 0 
contracts) Explo entered into with the Army. 

c. On October 15,2012, an explosion of a magazine containing black powder occurred at 
the Explo Site. As a result of the violations observed during inspection of the explosion, the 
Louisiana State Police ("LSI'") served a search warrant on Explo Systems, Inc. The search 
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warrant was executed on November 27,2012. During the search, LSP identified 9-10 million 
pounds of unsecured and improperly stored M6 propellant. From November 28, 2012 through 
December 7, 2012, people from the town of Doyline, Louisiana (i.e., approximately 400 homes) 
were evacuated due to the risk of explosion from the M6 propellant, and its unsafe proximity to 
the human population residing in Doyline, Louisiana. From November 28, 2012, through May 
2013, the LSP and Explo secured and stored the M6 propellant in magazines at the Site. 

d. Additional investigation of the Explo Site revealed the improper storage of other 
materials, in addition to the M6 propellant. For example, the Army's Explosives Safety Board 
2013 safety reviews show the materials stored at the Site incluqe: 1) 128 pounds of black 
powder; 2) 200 pounds of Composition H6; 3) four 50-gallbn dtums of ammonium perchlorate; 
4) two 50-gallon drums and !50 pound boxes ofExplosiye;!D (ammonium picrate); 5) I 09,000 
pounds of M30 propellant; 6) 320 pounds of Clean J3m'nillg Incendiary (CBI); 7) 661 ,000 pounds 
of nitrocellulose; 8) 1.817 million pounds oftritonahnixed with tar; and 9) 15 million pounds of 
M6 propellant. Some of the chemicals includedill.the above materials illclude trinitrotoluene, 
aluminum, 2-methy-1 ,3,5- trinitrobenzene, dinitrotoluene, dibutylphthalate,diphenylamine, 
nitroglycerin, nitroguanidine, centralite, and graphite. These materials are known to be highly 
reactive according to material safety data sheets. Incompatible hazardous materials are stored in 
close proximity to one another. 

e. Site investigations also show't~at E~]J\~,S~stems Iri~. ~tilized Site property and 
buildings to perform sub-co,ntract work requ,ired under, tl'le Demilit(\rization and Disposal 
Purchase Order Agreemel)ts (i.~., September) I, 2011; December 2012 and January 17, 2013) 
between Explo and General Dynamics-OTS ("(JD~()TS"). GD~()TS served as the primary 
contractor under August I 8, 2005, and March f7,;2011, demili!arization and disposal contracts 
between GD-OTS and the Army. Pursuant to work required under such agreements, M30 
propellant and tritonal (aluminum/TNTmixture) were sent to the Explo Site. The M30 propellant 
and tritonal contain some of the chemicals (e;g, nitrocellulose, nitroglycerin, and nitroguanidine) 
listed in item 9.d. · 

f. Site investigations snow that'thehazardous materials at the Site present a significant 
risk of an explo~ion, and injmytpworkers'and residents near the Site. The investigations show 
that due to the haridling and unknown storage conditions of the materials, lot integrity/identity 
has been compromised and the stability of the materials cannot be guaranteed. According to 
hazardous materials explosiveness standards, materials stability tested as Level C and Level D 
have stability concerns. Level D tested materials should be disposed of immediately as they 
present a significant risk of explosion. In addition, materials such as nitrocellulose have the 
ability to auto-ignite. As such, the conditions at the Site, and preponderant evidence show that an 
explosion will likely occur if the materials are not addressed in the near-term. Due to the volume 
of explosive and hazardous materials, the unknown stability of such materials, the incompatible 
storage of such materials, and the unsafe proximity to human populations, there is a significant 
threat of an explosion and injury for workers at the Site, and residents of the town of Doyline, 
Louisiana. 
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g. Due to the handling and storage conditions of the hazardous materials described 
above, and the threat of explosion and injury to workers on-site and nearby residents, the 
LSI' commenced license revocation proceedings against Explo Systems, Inc. in 2013. The 
LNG commenced eviction proceedings against Explo Systems, Inc. for delinquent rent and 
expenses in 2013 as well. In addition, the United States Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms 
Bureau (ATF) issued a notice of license revocation in August 2013 due to a criminal 
indictment pending against Explo, and the improper storage of explosives at the Site. The 
Webster Parish, Louisiana, District Attorney's Office issued a criminal indictment against 
several of Explo' s executives and officers in 2013, and the criminal action is proceeding 
towards trial. In 2012, EPA commenced a CID investigati()J1 concerning Explo, and such 
investigation is ongoing. 

V. CONCLUSIONS OF LA WAND DETERMINATIONS 

l 0. Based on the Findings of Fact setfoiih above, and the administrative record, 
EPA has determined that: 

a. The Explo Site is a "facility" as defined by Section 101(9) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. 
§ 960 I (9). 

b. The contamination found a1.theSite, asidentifiec!in the Findings of Fact above, 
includes "hazardous substances" as defined byS¢<;tion 101(1~).ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 
9601(14). 

. . . . . 

e. Each Respondent is a"person" as defined by SectiOn 101(21) ofCERCLA, 42 
u.s.c. § 9601(21). 

d. Each Respondent is aresponsible party under Section I 07(a) of CERCLA, 42 
U.S.C. § 9607(a), and is jointly and severally liable for performance of response action and 
for response costs incurred and to be incurred at the Site. 

(1) Respondents Expl('j Systems,}nc. ("Explo") and are the "owner" and 
"operators" oftllCfacility, as defined bySection 101(20) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 
9601 (20), and witbin the memiing of Section I 07(a)(l) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 
9607(a)(l). 

(2) Respondents Exp1o and were the "owner" and "operators" of the facility at 
the time of disposal of hazardous substances at the facility, as defined by Section I 0 I (20) of 
CERCLA, 42 U .S.C. § 960 I (20), and within the meaning of Section 1 07(a)(2) of CERCLA, 
42 U.S.C. § 9607(a)(2). 

(3) Respondents GD-OTS and arranged for disposal or treatment, or arranged 
with a transporter for transport for disposal or treatment, of hazardous substances at the 
facility, within the meaning of Section 1 07(a)(3) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a)(3). 
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e. The conditions described in Paragraphs 9.c through 9.f of the Findings of Fact 
above constitute an actual or threatened "release" of a hazardous substance from the facility 
as defined by Section 101(22) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(22). 

f. The removal action required by this Settlement Agreement is necessary to protect 
the public health, welfare, or the environment and, if carried out in compliance with the 
terms of this Settlement Agreement, will be consistent with the NCP, as provided in Section 
300.700(c)(3)(ii) of the NCP. 

VI. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.,\ND ORDER 

II. Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, Determinations, 
and the administrative record, it is hereby Ordered and Agreed that Respondents shall 
comply with all provisions of this Settlement Agreement, including, but not limited to, all 
attachments to this Settlement Agreement and, all documents incorporated by reference into 
this Settlement Agreement. 

VII. 

,·.· 
,_;:.:·: : '·.·· ... ··. 

DESIGNATION OF CONTRACTOR, PROJECT cOQRDINATOR.,,\ND ON-SCENE 
COORDINATOR 

12. Respondents shall retain oll.e ()r!llore contractbrsto perform the Work and shall 
notify EPA of the names and qualiflcatio~s ofsuc]).contractors,within I 0 days after the 
Effective Date. Respondents shall also notify EPA ofthc names and qualifications of any 
other contractors or subcontractors retained to perform the Work at least 7 days prior to 
commencement of sush Work. EI;r retains the right to disapprove of any or all of the 
contractors and/or subcontractors, retained by Respondents. If EPA disapproves of a selected 
contractor, Respondents shall retai~;<=t diffcrenfcontractor and shall notify EPA of that 
contractor's name and qualiflc~tions wit1Ji11) days after EPA's disapproval. The proposed 
contra<;tonnust demonstrate compliance with rNSI/ ASQC E-4-1994, "Specifications and 
Guidelines for Quality Systems for Environmental Data Collection and Environmental 
Technology Programs" (American National Standard, January 5, 1995), by submitting a 
copy of the proposed contractor's Quality Management Plan ("QMP"). The QMP should be 
prepared in accordance with "EPA Requirements for Quality Management Plans (QA/R-2)" 
(EPA/240/B0-1/002), or equivalent documentation as required by EPA. 

13. Within 10 day~ ~t~e,rithe Effective Date, Respondents shall designate a Project 
Coordinator who shall be responsible for administration of all actions by Respondents 
required by this Settlement Agreement and shall submit to EPA the designated Project 
Coordinator's name, address, telephone number, and qualifications. To the greatest extent 
possible, the Project Coordinator shall be present on Site or readily available during Site 
work. EPA retains the right to disapprove of the designated Project Coordinator. If EPA 
disapproves of the designated Project Coordinator, Respondents shall retain a different 
Project Coordinator and shall notify EPA of that person's name, address, telephone number, 
and qualifications within 7 days following EPA's disapproval. Receipt by Respondents' 
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Project Coordinator of any notice or communication from EPA relating to this Settlement 
Agreement shall constitute receipt by all Respondents. 

14. EPA has designated Paige Delgado of the Response and Prevention Branch, as its 
On-Scene Coordinator ("OSC"). EPA and Respondents shall have the right, subject to 
Paragraph 13, to change their respective designated OSC or Project Coordinator. 
Respondents shall notify EPA 7 days before such a change is made. The initial notification 
by Respondents may be made orally, but shall be promptly followed by a written notice. 

15. Except as otherwise provided in this Settlement Agreement, Respondents shall 
direct all submissions required by this Settlement Agree111ent to the OSC at: 

Paige Delgado 
On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection'.Agency 
Response and Prevention Branch ( 6SF-.l(R) 
1445 Ross A venue · 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

Respondents shall submit 3 copies ,of all plans, reports, or other deliverables required 
by this Settlement Agreement, the Stat~ment of Work ("S0\\1"), or any approved work plan. 
Upon request by EPA, Respondents shall submit such documents in electronic form. All 
data evidencing Site conditions shall be submittedto EI~A in e1e,c.tronic form. 

16. The OSCsh_all be respcmsible for oyerseeing Respondents' implementation of 
this Settlement Agreemep.t. The OSC shall have the authority vested in an OSC by the NCP, 
including the authority to halt, col14u!)t, or direct any Work required by this Settlement 
Agreement, or to dire.ct any o.th~r removal action undertaken at the Site. Absence of the 
OSC from the Site shall not be cause for stoppage of work unless specifically directed by 
the OSC. 

VIII. WORK TO BE PERFORMED 

17. Respondents shall perform, at a minimum, all actions necessary to implement the 
removal action as set.fo.r in th~ ~ttached Statement of Work, and this Settlement Agreement. 
The actions to be implemented generally include, but are not limited to, the following: 

a. Respondents shall conduct a removal action of the following hazardous 
substances, pollutants and contaminants currently stored at the Site to include: l) 128 
pounds of black powder; 2) 200 pounds of Composition H6; 3) four 50-gallon drums of 
ammonium perchlorate; 4) two 50-gallon drums and !50 pound boxes of Explosive D 
(ammonium picrate); 5) I 09,000 pounds of M30 propellant; 6) 320 pounds of Clean Burning 
Incendiary (CBI); 7) 661,000 pounds of nitrocellulose; 8) 1.817 million pounds of tritonal 
mixed with tar; and 9) 15 million pounds of M6 propellant.!. 817 million lbs. of Tritonal 
(aluminum/TNT) mixture. 
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b. In addition to on-site and off-site disposal options, the Respondents shall explore and 
propose any and all options for sale, recycling, and/or reuse for the materials listed above in 
Paragraph I 7.a. 

c. Respondents shall generate and provide a proposed work plan that includes, but is not 
limited to staffing requirements and limitations, travel/mobilization costs and requirements, 
necessary equipment as well as availability/limitations of necessary equipment required and 
available materials, proposed disposal/recycle/reuse methods, total and itemized cost, and 
duration for each phase (ifapplieable), and timeline/schedule:. 

d. Limitations concerning the volume to be di~p()sdc(p,f should be accounted for 
when calculating the total cost and time required~ordisposal,r,e,cycling, or reusing the total 
volume of materials listed in 17.a. Potential limitations are: · 

- Minimum safe distance limitations 'cl~i~~e maximum volum'e''ofmaterial that can be 
disposed of at one time; 

-Limitations due to the maximl!!TI volume ofm~teri~l that can be disposed of each 
day, due to maintenance of the disp0,sal <treas or other rea~ons; 

-Permit and/or capacity require111.ents/lilni(<ltions for volume and/or location of 
disposal; and 

-Provide any other limitations, qualificatiolls, assun1ptions that impact the 
implementation of the proposed w.ork plan. 

e. Respondents shall verify and provide the availability of licensed and experienced 
personnel that will be available. The proposed Work Plan shall reflect compliance with 
State and Federal statutory requirements. Respondents shall provide their process for 
ensuring compliance with St<tte and f,ederal statutory requirements. 

f. Res]JCJJ\d,ents shall pt()pare a S~ill and Emergency Response Contingency Plan -
Respondents musti1f'lplement till~. plan after approval by the OSC. The following items must 
be addressed in detail--. (1) Re,sponse to spills or releases at and/or from the Site to address 
both the workers on-site and the public exposure, (2) Response analysis for conceivable 
occurrences (i.e. who and what will respond, alternative communication methods), (3) Call­
down list for notification, (4) Coordination mechanism with State and local authorities. 

g. Respondents shall propose achievable milestones by which to gauge the work 
performed (i.e., date to initiate action, date to complete the removal of25%, 50%, 75% of 
the material, completion date for the removal of all materials listed in 17 .a). 
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18. Work Plan and Implementation. 

a. Within 14 days after the Effective Date, Respondents shall submit to EPA for 
approval a draft work plan for performing the removal action (the "Removal Work Plan") 
generally described in Paragraph 17 above. The draft Removal Work Plan shall provide a 
description of, and an expeditious schedule for, the actions required by this Settlement 
Agreement. 

b. EPA may approve, disapprove, require revisions to, or modify the draft Removal 
Work Plan in whole or in part. If EPA requires revisions,)~.e~pondents shall submit a 
revised draft Removal Work Plan within 7 days after receipt of EPA's notification of the 
required revisions. Respondents shall implement the Removal Work Plan as approved in 
writing by EPA in accordance with the schedule approved by EPA. Once approved, or 
approved with modifications, the Removal Work Plan, the schedule, and any subsequent 
modifications shall be incorporated into and become fully enforceable under this Settlement 
Agreement. 

c. Upon approval of the Removal Work Pltm ~e~~ondents shall comm,ence 
implementation of the Work in accprd'!nce with the sc}J~dule included therein. Respondents 
shall not commence any Work except in ppnformance with the terms of this Settlement 
Agreement. 

d. Unless otherwise provided in this Settlement Agreement, any additional plans, 
reports, or other deliverables that require EPA a~proval under the SOW or Removal Work 
Plan shall be reviewed and approved by EPA in accordance with this Paragraph. 

19. Health and Safety Plan. 

a. Within 14 da)'~. after the Effective pate, Respondents shall submit for EPA review 
and comment a plan that ~nsures the, protection of the public health and safety during 
performance of on-Site work.under this Settlement Agreement. This plan shall be prepared 
in accordance.with EPA's Sta~;tdard Operating Safety Guide (PUB 9285.1-03, PB 92-
963414, June 199:2). In additio~;t,the plan shall comply with all currently applicable 
Occupational Safety.and HealthJ'I_dministration ("OSHA") regulations found at 29 C.F.R. 
Part 1910. If EPA determines that it is appropriate, the plan shall also include contingency 
planning. Respondents shall i~corporate all changes to the plan recommended by EPA and 
shall implement the plan dttring the pendency of the removal action. 

20. Quality Assurance, Sampling, and Data Analysis. 

a. Respondents shall use quality assurance, quality control, and other technical 
activities and chain of custody procedures for all samples consistent with "EPA 
Requirements for Quality Assurance Project Plans (QA/R5)" (EPA/240/B-01/003, March 
200 I, reissued May 2006), "Guidance for Quality Assurance Project Plans (QA/G-5)" 
(EPA/240/R-02/009, December 2002), and subsequent amendments to such guidelines upon 
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notification by EPA to Respondents of such amendment. Amended guidelines shall apply 
only to procedures conducted after such notification. 

b. Prior to the commencement of any monitoring project under this Settlement 
Agreement, Respondents shall submit to EPA for approval, a Quality Assurance Project Plan 
("QAPP") that is consistent with the SOW, and the NCP. Respondents shall ensure that EPA and 
State regulator personnel and their authorized representatives are allowed access at reasonable 
times to all laboratories utilized by Respondents in implementing this Settlement Agreement. In 
addition, Respondents shall ensure that such laboratories shall ~nalyze all samples submitted by 
EPA pursuant to the QAPP for quality assurance, quality con,tto\/and technical activities that 
will satisfy the stated performance criteria as specified intffe <:JAPP. Respondents shall ensure 
that the laboratories they utilize for the analysis of samplyS ttiken,rursuant to this Settlement 
Agreement perform all analyses according to accepted EPA methods. Accepted EPA methods 
consist of, but are not limited to, methods that are documented in the.EPA's Contract Laboratory 
Program (http://www.epa.gov/superfund/programs/clp/), SW 846 "TestMethods for Evaluating 
Solid Waste, Physical/Chemical Methods" · 
(http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/testmethods~s;w846/onliJle/index.htn'l),'''~tandard Methods 
for the Examination of Water and W~~tewater" (http://\'\'VV:W.-~tandardmethods.orW), 40 C.F.R. 
Part 136, "Air Toxics- Monitoring l\l[ytiJoqs" (http://www.,epa.gov/ttnamti1/airtox.html)," and 
any amendments made thereto during t~e co11,rse .of the imple111entation of this Settlement 
Agreement. However, upon approval by,EPA, Re,sppndents'rnl't)'use other appropriate analytical 
methods, as long as: (a) quality assurance/quality control ("QA/QC") criteria are contained in the 
methods and the methods are included in the QAPP, (b) the analytical methods are at least as 
stringent as the methods listed above, and (c) the methods have been approved for use by a 
nationally recognized organization responsible for verification and publication of analytical 
methods, e.g., EPA, ASTM, NIOSI-l; OSHA, etc. Respondents shall ensure that all laboratories 
they use for an~lysi~ of samples taken pursuant to this Settlement Agreement have a documented 
Quality System that;yo111plies wiWANSI/ AS fl.)~ E4-.]994, "Specifications and Guidelines for 
Quality Systems for Envif(,)l1ment!tloJ:>ata Colle'ctipn and Environmental Technology Programs" 
(American National Standru.·~,.Janu~r;Y:,5, I 995), and "EPA Requirements for Quality 
ManagementJ,>\ans (QA/R-2)'' \~PA/240/13,-01/002, March 2001, reissued May 2006), or 
equivalent docu1n,entation as detepnined by EPA. EPA may consider Environmental Response 
Laboratory Network("ERLN") ll'tboratories, laboratories accredited under the National 
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program ("NELAP"), or laboratories that meet 
International Standardization Organization (ISO 17025) standards or other nationally recognized 
programs (http://www.epa:~ov/fem/accredit.htm) as meeting the Quality System requirements. 
Respondents shall ensure that all field methodologies utilized in collecting samples for 
subsequent analysis pursuant to this Settlement Agreement are conducted in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in the QAPP approved by EPA. 

c. Upon request, Respondents shall provide split or duplicate samples to EPA and the 
State regulators, or their authorized representatives. Respondents shall notify EPA and the 
State regulators not less than 7 days in advance of any sample collection activity unless 
shorter notice is agreed to by EPA. In addition, EPA shall have the right to take any 
additional samples that EPA deems necessary. Upon request, EPA shall provide to 
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Respondents split or duplicate samples of any samples it takes as part of EPA's oversight of 
Respondents' implementation of the Work. 

d. Respondents shall submit to EPA the results of all sampling and/or tests or other 
data obtained or generated by or on behalf of Respondents with respect to the Site and/or the 
implementation of this Settlement Agreement unless EPA agrees otherwise. 

e. Notwithstanding any provision of this Settlement Agreement, the United States 
retain all of its information gathering and inspection authorities and rights, including 
enforcement actions related thereto, under CERCLA, RCR,A, and any other applicable 
statutes and regulations. 

21. Post-Removal Site Control. In accordand!vvith the Removal Work Plan 
schedule, or as otherwise directed by EPA, Respondents shall submit a proposal for Post­
Removal Site Control which shall include, bufnotbe limited to: a)'apost-Site Control and 
Implementation Plan specifying the objective~,.and who is responsible for implementation, 
monitoring, inspection, reporting and enforcetrient. UponEPA approval,Respondents shall 
either conduct Post-Removal Site Control activities,orobtain a written commitment from 
another party for conduct of such activfties, until such time as EPA determines that no 
further Post-Removal Site Control is necessary. Respondents shall provide EPA with 
documentation of all Post-Removal Site Cd!\.trol commitfirents. 

22. Reporting. 
,,, ' ' 

a. Respondents shall sub!l#ta written progress rep6rtito EPA concerning actions 
undertaken pursuant to this Settlement Agreement every 14th day after the date of receipt of 
EPA's approval of the Work Plan .until termination of this Settlement Agreement, unless 
otherwise directed in writing by the OSC. These reports shall describe all significant 
developments during the preceding period, including the actions performed and any 
problems encountered, analytical data received during the reporting period, and the 
developments anticipated during the tiext reporting period, including a schedule of actions 
to be performed, anticipated problems, and planned resolutions of past or anticipated 
problems. 

23. Final Report. Within2! days after completion of all Work required by this 
Settlement Agreement, Respo)1dents shall submit for EPA review and approval a final report 
summarizing the actions taken to comply with this Settlement Agreement. The final report 
shall conform, at a minimum, with the requirements set forth in Section 300.165 of the NCP 
entitled "OSC Reports," and EPA Guidance (i.e., Superfund Removal Procedures: Removal 
Response Reporting- POLREPS and OSC Reports"- OSWER Directive No. 9360.3-03, 
.I une I, 1994 ). The final report shall include a good faith estimate of total costs or a 
statement of actual costs incurred in complying with the Settlement Agreement, a listing of 
quantities and types of materials removed off-Site or handled on-Site, a discussion of 
removal and disposal options considered for those materials, a listing of the ultimate 
destination of those materials, a presentation of the analytical results of all sampling and 
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analyses performed, and accompanying appendices containing all relevant documentation 
generated during the removal action (e.g., manifests, invoices, bills, contracts, and permits). 
The final report shall also include the following certification signed by a responsible 
corporate official of a Respondent or Respondents' Project Coordinator: 

"! certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my 
inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or,those persons directly 
responsible for gathering the information, the information s\Xbmitted is, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I<!ll). <"t\Vare that there are significant 
penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations." 

24. Off-Site Shipments. 

a. Respondents may ship hazardous subst!)nces, pollutants and contaminants from the 
Site to an off-Site facility only if they comply with'~ection.J2l (d)(3) of CE~CLA, 
42 U.S.C. § 962l(d)(3), and 40 C.F.R. § 300.440. Respondents will be deemed to be in 
compliance with CERCLA Section 121 (d)(3) and 40 C.F.R. § 300.440 regarding a shipment 
if Respondents obtain a prior determination .from EPA that.the proposed receiving facility 
for such shipment is acceptable under the criteria o[40 C.F.R. § 200.440(b). Respondents 
may ship Investigation Derived Waste (ID!Wl fromthe ~ite to an off-Site facility only if 
Respondents comply V¥ith EPA'.s ;''Guide toiJ'0anagement of[nvestigation Derived Waste," 
OSWER 9345.3-03FS (Jan. 1992),; 

... 

b. Respondents may ship Wast~ ty1aterialfrom the Site to an out-of-state waste 
management facili~y only if, prior to any shipment, they provide written notice to the 
appropriate state enviromnental official in the:r.eseiving facility's state and to the OSC. 
This written notice requirement shall not apply to any off-Site shipments when the total 
quantity of all such shipments will not exceed ten cubic yards. The written notice must 
include the following information, if available: (I) the name and location of the receiving 
facility; (2) the txpeand quantityof Waste Material to be shipped; (3) the schedule for the 
shipment; and ( 4)t)le method qf'transportation. Respondents also shall notify the state 
environmental officialreferen,(:ed above and the OSC of any major changes in the shipment 
plan, such as a decision to ship the Waste Material to a different out-of-state facility. 
Respondents shall provide the written notice after the award of the contract for the removal 
action and before the Waste Material is shipped. 

IX. ACCESS 

25. If the Site, or any other real property where access or land, water, or other 
resource use restrictions are needed, is owned or controlled by any Respondents: 
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a. Such Respondents shall, commencing on the Effective Date, provide the United 
States, the State regulators, and the other Respondents, and their representatives, 
contractors, and subcontractors, with access at all reasonable times to the Site, or such other 
real property, to conduct any activity regarding the Settlement Agreement including, but not 
limited to, the following activities: 

l) Monitoring the Work; 

2) Verifying any data or information submitted to EPA; 

3) Conducting investigations regarding contamination at or near the Site; 

4) Obtaining samples; 

5) Assessing the need for, planning, or implementing additional response actions at 
or ncar the Site; 

6) Assessing implementation of quality assurance and quality control practices as 
defined in the approved QAPP; 

7) Implementing the Work pursuan.t to the conditions set forth in Paragraph 63 
(Work Takeover); 

8) Inspecting and Gopying records, .operating1ogs, contracts, or other documents 
maintained or generated by Respondents or their ~gents, consistent with Section X (Access 
to Information); 

9) Assessing Respo!ldents' qo!l1.pliance witll the Settlement Agreement; and 
' <''' ,, ' '" " --> 

1 0) Deten~ini!lg whether the Site or bther.real property is being nsed in a manner 
that is prohibited or restricted, or tha.t may need to be prohibited or restricted under the 
Settlement Agreement. 

26. Where any action under this Settlement Agreement is to be performed in areas 
owned by or in possession of someone other than Respondents, Respondents shall use their 
best efforts to obtain all, neces~[lry access agreements within 10 days after the Effective 
Date, or as otherwise specified in writing by the OSC. Respondents shall immediately 
notify EPA if after using their best efforts they are unable to obtain such agreements. For 
purposes of this Section, "best efforts" includes the payment of reasonable sums of money 
in consideration of access. Respondents shall describe in writing their efforts to obtain 
access. EPA may assist Respondents in gaining access, to the extent necessary to effectuate 
the response actions described in this Settlement Agreement, using such means as EPA 
deems appropriate. Respondents shall reimburse EPA for all costs incurred, direct or 
indirect, by the United States in obtaining such access, including, but not limited to, the cost 
of attorney time and the amount of monetary consideration paid or just compensation, in 
accordance with the procedures in Section XV (Payment of Response Costs). 
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27. Notwithstanding any provision of the Settlement Agreement, EPA retains all of 
its access authorities and rights, including enforcement authorities related thereto under 
CERCLA, RCRA, and any other applicable statute or regulations. 

X. ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

28. Respondents shall provide to EPA, upon request, copies of all records, reports, 
documents, and other information (including records, reports, documents, and other 
information in electronic form) (hereinafter referred to as "Records") within their 
possession or control or that of their contractors or agentsrehlting to activities at the Site or 
to the implementation of this Settlement Agreement, i~c;lppi11g, but not limited to, sampling, 
analysis, chain of custody records, manifests, truckipg logs,:receipts, reports, sample traffic 
routing, correspondence, or other documents or infontuition reg(lrding the Work. 
Respondents shall also make available to EPA, forpurposes of investigation, information 
gathering, or testimony, their employees, agents, or representatives with knowledge of 
relevant facts concerning the performance of the Work. 

29. Privileged and Protected Claims. 

a. Respondents may assert that all or part of a R¢c;qrd is privileged or protected as 
provided under federal law, provided'they col)~ply with Pa;r11graph 29.b, and except as 
provided in Paragraph 29.c. ··· 

b. If Respondent~ assert such a pri{H~~ge or]GilteMi~n, they shall provide EPA with 
the following informaiion regarding such IZe~ord: its title; its date; the name, title, 
affiliation (e.g., company or firm), a;nd address of the author, of each addressee, and of each 
recipient; a description ofthe Record's contents; and the privilege or protection asserted. If 
a claim of privilegeor protection appliesonly to aportion of a Record, the Record shall be 
provided to EPA in redac,ted for!Ilto mask'the privileged or protected portion only. 
Respondents shall retain ~llRecorps that they claim to be privileged or protected until EPA 
has had a reasonable opportupity to dispute the privilege or protection claim and any such 
dispute has been resolved in Respondents' favor. 

c. Respondents may make no claim of privilege or protection regarding: 

(I) any data regarding the Site, including, but not limited to, all sampling, analytical, 
monitoring, hydrogeologic, scientific, chemical, radiological, or engineering data, or the 
portion of any other Record that evidence conditions at or around the Site; or 

(2) the portion of any Record that Respondents are required to create or generate 
pursuant to this Settlement Agreement. 

30. Business Confidential Claims. Respondents may assert that all or part of a 
Record submitted to EPA under this Section or Section XI (Record Retention) is business 
confidential to the extent permitted by and in accordance with Section 1 04(e)(7) of 
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CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9604(e)(7), and 40 C.F.R. § 2.203(b). Respondents shall segregate 
and clearly identify all Records or parts thereof submitted under this Settlement Agreement 
for which Respondents assert business confidentiality claims. Records submitted to EPA 
determined to be conildential by EPA will be afforded the protection specified in 40 C.F.R. 
Part 2, Subpart B. If no claim of conildentiality accompanies Records when they are 
submitted to EPA, or if EPA has notified Respondents that the Records are not confidential 
under the standards of Section I 04( e)(7) of CERCLA or 40 C.F.R. Part 2, Subpart B, the 
public may be given access to such Records without further notice to Respondents. 

31. Notwithstanding any provision of this Settlemert''Agreement, the United States 
retain all of its information gathering and inspection a\Jtl).<)tit.ies and rights, including 
enforcement actions related thereto, under CERCLA; ~QRA:,,and any other applicable 
statutes or regulations. 

XI. RECORD RETENTION 

32. Until I 0 years after the Effective Date, Respondents shall preserve and retain all 
non-identical copies of Records (including Records .in ele.ctronic form) now in their 
possession or control or that comdnto ~heir possessio,(). ()[control that relate in any manner 
to their liability under CERCLA witb.regardto the Site; ,Provided, however, that 
Respondents who are potentially liable as an p:wner or operat.or of the Site, must retain, in 
addition, all Records that relate to the liability ofary. other person under CERCLA with 
respect to the Site. Each ~espondent must. also r(!t!li!l, and instrJ.lct its contractors and 
agents to preserve, for the same, period oftii)le spedfiedal:Joye all non-identical copies of 
the last draft or final yersion of any Records (including Records in electronic form) now in 
their possession or control or that come into their possession or control that relate in any 
manner to the, performance ofthe Work., provided,however, that each Respondent (and its 
contractors and agents) must.re~ain, in additi()n, copies of all data generated during the 
performance of the Work and not; contained in the aforementioned Records required to be 
retained. ;Each of the aboye,recordrytention requirements shall apply regardless of any 
corporateretention policy to the contrilrY· 

33. At the;conclusion ofthe document retention period, Respondents shall notify 
EPA at least 90 days prior to the destruction of any Records, and, upon request from EPA, 
and except as provided in Paragraph 29, Respondents shall deliver any such records to EPA. 

34. Each Respondent certifies individually that, to the best of its knowledge and 
belief, after thorough inquiry, it has not altered, mutilated, discarded, destroyed, or 
otherwise disposed of any Records (other than identical copies) relating to its potential 
liability regarding the Site since the earlier of notification of potential liability by EPA or 
the i1ling of suit against it regarding the Site and that it has fully complied with any and all 
EPA requests for information regarding the Site pursuant to Sections 104(e) and 122(e) of 
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9604(e) and 9622(e), and Section 3007 ofRCRA, 42 U.S.C. § 
6927. 
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XII. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAWS 

35. Respondents shall perform all actions required pursuant to this Settlement 
Agreement in accordance with all applicable state and federal laws and regulations, except 
as provided in Section 12l(e) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 692l(e), and 40 C.F.R. §§ 
300.400(e) and 300.415(j). In accordance with 40 C.F.R. § 300.415(j), all on-site actions 
required pursuant to this Settlement Agreement shall, to the extent practicable, as 
determined by EPA, considering the exigencies of the situation, attain applicable or relevant 
and appropriate requirements (" ARARs") under federal envixpnmental or state 
environmental or facility siting laws. Respondents shall identify ARARs in the Removal 
Work Plan subject to EPA approval. 

XIII. EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND NOTIFICATION OF RELEASES 

36. In the event any action or occurrenCe during performance ,of the Work causes or 
threatens a release of Waste Material from the~ ~ite that constitutes an e],nergency situation 
or may present an immediate threat to public ht;i\ltp or wel.f~re or the env:ir.onment, 
Respondents shall immediately take. all appropriate actiop,.\ •Respondents sh~l!take these 
actions in accordance with all appl~c<t?Jeprovisions•q~:tnis Settlement Agreell1ent, 
including, but not limited to, the He<tlth anc\,Safety Plan, ~n order to prevent, abate, or 
minimize such release or endangermentcau$~d,pr threaten'ec\by the release. Respondents 
shall also immediately notify the OSC or,in the'eventof his/her unavailability, the Regional 
Response and Prevention Bri\nch, EPA Re&ion 6,at J,866-EPA-SPIL (or 1-866-372-7745), 
of the incident or Site conditions. In the event that Respondents fail to take appropriate 
response action as requil'ed by this Paragraph,!~nd EPA takes such action instead, 
Respondents shall reimburse EP A;aJl costs oftp~ response action not inconsistent with the 
NCP pursuant to SectionXIY(I>i\XJ11ent of Response Costs). 

37. In addition,i!n the e"ent, of any rel~i!S\! of a hazardous substance from the Site, 
Respondents shall immedif}tely notify the OSC at 1-866-EP A-SPIL (or 1-866-372-7745), 
and the National Response Center at (800) 424-8802. Respondents shall submit a written 
report to EPA within 7 days after each release, setting forth the events that occurred and the 
measures taken or to be taken to mitigate any release or endangerment caused or threatened 
by the release and to prevent the reoccurrence of such a release. This reporting requirement 
is in addition to, and n0tin lien of, reporting under Section 1 03( c) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 
9603(c), and Section 304•of:the Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act 
of 1986, 42 U.S.C. § II 004, et seq. 

XIV. PAYMENT OF RESPONSE COSTS 

38. Payments for Future Response Costs. Respondents shall pay EPA all Future 
Response Costs not inconsistent with the NCP. 

a. On a periodic basis, EPA will send Respondents a bill requiring payment that 
includes a costs summary (standard cost accounting summary), which includes direct and 
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indirect costs incurred by EPA, and its contractors. Respondents shall make all payments 
within 30 days after receipt of each bill requiring payment, except as otherwise provided in 
Paragraph 40 of this Settlement Agreement. 

b. Respondents shall make all payments required by this Paragraph to EPA by 
Fedwire Electronic Funds Transfer ("EFT") to: 

Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
ABA = 021030004 
Account= 68010727 
SWIFT address= FRNYUS33 
33 Liberty Street 
New Y ark, NY I 0045 
Field Tag 4200 of the Fedwire message should read"P 68010727 Environmental 
Protection Agency" 

and shall reference Site/Spill ID Number A6GI-!'and the EPA docket number for this action. 

Respondents may note the availability to make payment by ACH. For ACH payment: 

Payment by Respondents shall be made to EPAby Automated Clearinghouse ("ACH") to: 

PNC Bank 
808 17'11 Street; NW 
Washington, DC 20q74 .. :. • 
Contact.-.Jesse White 301-887-6548 
ABA= OSI036706 . 
Transaction Code 22- checking 
Environmental Protection Age!lcy 
Account 310.006 
CTX Format 

and shall reference Site/Spill ID ~umber A6GH and the EPA docket number for this action. 

For online payment: 

Payment shall be made at https://www.pay.gov to the U.S. EPA account in accordance with 
instructions to be provided to Respondents by EPA. 

c. The total amount to be paid by Respondents pursuant to Paragraph 38 shall be 
deposited by EPA in the EPA Hazardous Substance Superfund. 

39. Interest. In the event that the payment for Future Response Costs are not made 
within 30 days after Respondents' receipt of a bill, Respondents shall pay Interest on the 
unpaid balance. The Interest on Future Response Costs shall begin to accrue on the date of 
the bill and shall continue to accrue until the date of payment. Payments of Interest made 
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under this Paragraph shall be in addition to such other remedies or sanctions available to the 
United States by virtue of Respondents' failure to make timely payments under this Section, 
including but not limited to, payment of stipulated penalties pursuant to Section XVII 
(Stipulated Penalties). 

40. Respondents may contest payment of any Future Response Costs billed under 
Paragraph 38 if they determine that EPA has made a mathematical error or included a cost 
item that is not within the definition of Future Response Costs, or if they believe EPA 
incurred excess costs as a direct result of an EPA action that was inconsistent with a specific 
provision or provisions of the NCP. Such objection shall be rriade in writing within 30 days 
after receipt of the bill and must be sent to the OSC. Any such objection shall specifically 
identify the contested Future Response Costs and thf \JaSisJJ;>r objection. In the event of an 
objection, Respondents shall within the 30-day period pay alLum;ontested Future Response 
Costs to EPA in the manner described in Paragrf!pl).38. Simulta11e,ously, Respondents shall 
establish, in a duly chartered bank or trust coljlpany, an interest-beari11g escrow account that 
is insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation ("FDIC"), and remit to that escrow 
account funds equivalent to the amount of the c(}htested Fmttre Response C()sts. 
Respondents shall send to the EPA.QSC a copy of\he tr~l)smittal letter and qheck paying 
the uncontested Future Response Cdsts, ,and a copy of the 'correspondence that establishes 
and funds the escrow account, includil)g,;butnot limitedto,information containing the 
identity of the bank and bank accounf~l)der vv~ich the escl:dyvaccount is established as well 
as a bank statement shoyvingthe initial b,a)ance ofth9 escrow f!c((Ount. Simultaneously with 
establishment of the escrow account, Respondents shaH initiate the Dispute Resolution 
procedures in Section XV (Disp\lte Resolution), ;It' EPA preyails in the dispute, within 5 
days after the resolution,of the dispute, Resp(lndents shall pay the sums due (with accrued 
interest) to EPA in the manner des.cribed in Pat·agraph 38. If Respondents prevail 
concerning any aspect of the contested costs, Respondents shall pay that portion of the costs 
(plus associated accrued interest) for which they did not prevail to EPA in the manner 
described in Paragraph 38. Respondents shall be disbursed any balance of the escrow 
account The dispute resohl\ion procedures set forth in this Paragraph in conjunction with 
the procedures set forth in SeRtion XV;i(Pispute Resolution) shall be the exclusive 
mechanisms fqpesolving disp!Jtes regarding Respondents' obligation to reimburse EPA for 
its Future Respoh'se, Costs. 

:XV. DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

41. Unless otherwise expressly provided for in this Settlement Agreement, the 
dispute resolution procedures of this Section shall be the exclusive mechanism for resolving 
disputes arising under this Settlement Agreement. The Parties shall attempt to resolve any 
disagreements concerning this Settlement Agreement expeditiously and informally. 

42. If Respondents object to any EPA action taken pursuant to this Settlement 
Agreement, including billings for Future Response Costs, they shall notify EPA in writing 
of their objections within 7 days after such action, unless the objections have been resolved 
informally. EPA and Respondents shall have 14 days from EPA's receipt of Respondents' 
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written objections to resolve the dispute through formal negotiations (the "Negotiation 
Period"). The Negotiation Period may be extended at the sole discretion of EPA. 

43. Any agreement reached by the Parties pursuant to this Section shall be in writing 
and shall, upon signature by the Parties, be incorporated into and become an enforceable 
part of this Settlement Agreement. If the Parties are unable to reach an agreement within 
the Negotiation Period, an EPA management official at the Superfund Division Director 
level or higher will issue a written decision on the dispute to Respondents. EPA's decision 
shall be incorporated into and become an enforceable part oftilis Settlement Agreement. 
Following resolution of the dispute, as provided by this S~e~iori, Respondents shall fulfill 
the requirement that was the subject of the dispute in ac,cordance with the agreement 
reached or with EPA's decision, whichever occurs. 

44. The invocation of formal dispute reso)ution procedures under this Section shall 
not extend, postpone, or affect in any way any obligation of Respondents under this 
Settlement Agreement, not directly in dispute, \l.,nless EPA provides otilef:"'ise in writing. 
Stipulated penalties with respect to the disputed p1.atter shall continue to accrue but payment 
shall be stayed pending resolution .o.f.the dispute as proviqpfl in Paragraph 40., 
Notwithstanding the stay of payme#t,~tipulated penaWFs shall accrue from the first day of 
noncompliance with any applicable pf,o\'isi~p.of this SettleJ11ent Agreement. In the event 
that Respondents do not prevail on th(!it!isput()d,i~sue, stipula.ted penalties shall be assessed 
and paid as provided in Section XVII (Stipulated Penalties). 

XVI. FORCE MAJEURE 

45. "Force Majeure" for purposes of this Settlement Agreement, is defined as any 
event arisingfi·om causes beyond the control of Respondents, of any entity controlled by 
Respondent~, or of RespondeJ1tS' contractors thatdelays or prevents the performance of any 
obligatio!~ :Under this Settlemen!Agreemerit despite Respondents' best efforts to fulfill the 
obligation. The requiremeutthatRespondents exercise "best efforts to fulfill the obligation" 
includes using best efforts to anticipa(e.any potential force majeure and best efforts to 
address the effects of any potential for'ce majeure (a) as it is occurring and (b) following the 
potential force1najeure such that the delay and any adverse effects of the delay are 
minimized to the greatest extent possible. "Force majeure" does not include financial 
inability to complete the Work'· or increased cost of performance, or a failure to attain 
performance standards set forth in the EPA Statement of Work. 

46. If any event occurs or has occurred that may delay the performance of any 
obligation under this Settlement Agreement for which Respondents intend or may intend to 
assert a claim of force majeure, Respondents shall notify EPA's OSC orally or, in his or her 
absence, the alternate EPA OSC, or, in the event both of EPA's designated representatives 
are unavailable, the Director of the Superfund Division, EPA Region 6, within 24 hours f 
when Respondents first knew that the event might cause a delay. Within 7 days thereafter, 
Respondents shall provide in writing to EPA an explanation and description of the reasons 
for the delay; the anticipated duration of the delay; all actions taken or to be taken to 
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prevent or minimize the delay; a schedule for implementation of any measures to be taken to 
prevent or mitigate the delay or the effect of the delay; Respondents' rationale for 
attributing such delay to a force majeure; and a statement as to whether, in the opinion of 
Respondents, such event may cause or contribute to an endangerment to public health or 
welfare, or the environment. Respondents shall include with any notice all available 
documentation supporting their claim that the delay was attributable to a force majeure. 
Respondents shall be deemed to know of any circumstance of which Respondents, any 
entity controlled by Respondents, or Respondents' contractors knew or should have known. 
Failure to comply with the above requirements regarding an1 ~yent shall preclude 
Respondents from asserting any claim of force majeure ~,yg<tfding that event, provided, 
however, that if EPA, despite the late notice, is able to,~ss~S,s to its satisfaction whether the 
event is· a force majeure under Paragraph 45 and whetp.er Res,pondents have exercised their 
best efforts under Paragraph 45, EPA may, in its unreviewable discretion, excuse in writing 
Respondents' failure to submit timely notices .under this Paragraph. 

47. If EPA agrees that the delay or anticipated delay is attributable to a force 
majeure, the time for performance of the obligatio1~s undeHhis Settlement Agreement that 
are affected by the force majeure wilJbe extended\)~ I\llA'for such time as .is necessary to 
complete those obligations. An ext(ll)Sionof the tin1e f()r•performance of the obligations 
affected by the force majeure shall n()t, ofit~elf, extenditpe,time for performance of any 
other obligation. If EPA does not agre~ thatthe, delay or ah~i~ipated delay has been or will 
be caused by a force majeure, EPA wm110tify Respondents in writing of its decision. If 
EPA agrees that the delay is attributable to a force rnajeure, EPA will notify Respondents in 
writing of the length of the extension, if any, for performance of the obligations affected by 
the force majeure. 

48. If Respondents elect to invoke the dispute resolution procedures set forth in 
Section xy (DisputyJ{esoluti()l)/, they sh:;rl\ qo so 11o later than 15 days after receipt of 
EPA's. ,In any such pt()c~e,ding;,j~;:spondent~isp:;tll have the burden of demonstrating by a 
prepondepa11ce of the evi~el)~e thatit!)..e. delay or anticipated delay has been or will be caused 
by a force'm:;rjeure, that the,d;w·atiOJ1o,ftpe delay or the extension sought was or will be 
warranted under the circumstm1ves, that best efforts were exercised to avoid and mitigate the 
effects of the delay, and that Respondents complied with the requirements of Paragraphs 05 
and 06. If Respondents carry this burden, the delay at issue shall be deemed not to be a 
violation by Respondents of the affected obligation of this Settlement Agreement identified 
to EPA. 

XVII. STIPULATED PENAL TIES 

49. Respondents shall be liable for stipulated penalties in the amounts set forth in 
Paragraphs 50 and 51 to EPA for failure to comply with the requirements of this Settlement 
Agreement specified below, unless excused under Section XVI (Force Majeure). 
"Compliance" by Respondents shall include completion of all payments and activities 
required under this Settlement Agreement, or any plan, report, or other deliverable approved 
under this Settlement Agreement, in accordance with all applicable requirements of law, this 
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Settlement Agreement, the SOW, and any plans, reports, or other deliverables approved 
under this Settlement Agreement and within the specified time schedules established by and 
approved under this Settlement Agreement. 

50. Stipulated Penalty Amounts- Work (Including Removal Work and Payments, 
and Excluding Plans, Reports, and Other Deliverables). 

a. The following stipulated penalties shall accrue per violation per day for any 
noncompliance identified in Paragraph 50.a: 

Penalty Per Violation Per Day 

$5,000 
$7,500 
$15,000 

I st through 14th day 
15.th through 30th day 
31st day and beyond 

b. Compliance Milestones Violations ofcompliance milestones, including but not 
limited to due dates establishing escrow accounts to hold disputed Future Response Costs; 
milestones under Section XXV (Financial Assurance) (o establish and maintain financial 
assurance; and due dates to establish arid insurance (Seqti,on XXIV- Insurance) shall result 
in stipulated penalties accruing per violation per day as prpvided under Paragraph 50.b. 

;,,, -.: 

PericidofNo~cotnpliance 
$1,000 
$3,500 
$5,000 

lst.t~r6ugl1 l4th day 
15th through 30th day 
3 1st day and beyond 

51. Stipulated Penalty Amounts - Plans, Reports, and Other Deliverables. The 
following stipulated penalties shall. accrue per violation per day for failure to submit timely 
or adequate. reports, plans;or other de]iverables pursuant to this Settlement Agreement: 

Penalty Per Violation Per Day 

$5,000' 
$7,500 
$15,000 

Period of Noncompliance 

1st through 14th day 
15th through 30th day 
31st day and beyond 

52. In the event that EPA assumes performance of all or any portion of the Work 
pursuant to Paragraph 63 (Work Takeover), Respondents shall be liable for a stipulated 
penalty in the amount of $50,000. Stipulated penalties under this Paragraph are in addition 
to the funding available to EPA under Section XXV (Financial Assurance). 

53. All penalties shall begin to accrue on the day after the complete performance is 
due or the day a violation occurs and shall continue to accrue through the final day of the 
correction of the noncompliance or completion of the activity. However, stipulated 
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penalties shall not accrue: (a) with respect to a deficient submission under Paragraph 18 
(Work Plan and Implementation), during the period, if any, beginning on the 31st day after 
EPA's receipt of such submission until the date that EPA notifies Respondents of any 
deficiency; and (b) with respect to a decision by the EPA Management Official at the 
Superfund Division Director level or higher, under Paragraph 43 of Section XV (Dispute 
Resolution), during the period, if any, beginning the 21" day after the Negotiation Period 
begins until the date that the EPA Management Official issues a final decision regarding 
such dispute. Nothing in this Settlement Agreement shall prevent the simultaneous accrual 
of separate penalties for separate violations of this Settlement ,Agreement. Penalties shall 
continue to accrue during any dispute resolution period, ll!\cl shall be paid within 15 days 
after the agreement or the receipt of EPA's decision or ord,er. 

54. Following EPA's determination that Respondents'l!ave failed to comply with a 
requirement of this Settlement Agreement, EPAn:tay give Respond~nts written notification 
of the failure and describe the noncomplianc(J .. EPA may send Respqndents a written 
demand for payment of the penalties. However, penalties shall accrue as provided in the 
preceding Paragraph regardless of whether EPA bas notifiqq Respondents of a violation. 

55. All penalties accruing uriderthis Section sha1I be due and payable to EPA within 
30 days after Respondents' receipt from EPA of a demand for payment of the penalties, 
unless Respondents invoke the Dispute Resolution procedures under Section XV (Dispute 
Resolution) within the 30-day period. All payments to EPA under this Section shall indicate 
that the payment is forstipul(lted penaltie~,and shall be !llade in.accordance with 
Paragraph 38 (Payments for Futl)re Response Cqs,t). 

',_,':' ';'; 

56. If Respondents ,fail to ~~'Y stipulat~d.~enalties when due, Respondents shall pay 
Interest on th~ nnpaid stipnlMecl pen.alii,esas foHo:ws: (a) if Respondents have timely 
invoked c\ispnte resqlp~ion SU!'Jh!hat the opligationto pay stipulated penalties has been 
stayed pending the outcon:te ofdispute resolutiQJ1, Interest shall accrue from the date 
stipulated penalties are due pursuant to Paragraph 39 until the date of payment; and (b) if 
Respondents Jail to timely invoke disp1.1te resolution, Interest shall accrue from the date of 
demand under l'aragraph 39 until the dat(J of payment. If Respondents fail to pay stipulated 
penalties and Interest when due,jthe United States may institute proceedings to collect the 
penalties and Interest, 

57. The payment ofpei\alties and Interest, if any, shall not alter in any way 
Respondents' obligation t() complete the performance of the Work required under this 
Settlement Agreement. 

58. Nothing in this Settlement Agreement shall be construed as prohibiting, altering, 
or in any way limiting the ability of EPA to seek any other remedies or sanctions available 
by virtue of Respondents' violation of this Settlement Agreement or of the statutes and 
regulations upon which it is based, including, but not limited to, penalties pursuant to 
Section 122(1) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9622(1), provided however, that the EPA shall not 
seek civil penalties pursuant to Section 122(1) of CERCLA for any violation for which a 
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stipulated penalty is provided in this Settlement Agreement, except in the case of a willful 
violation of this Settlement Agreement. 

59. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section, EPA may, in its 
unreviewable discretion, waive any portion of stipulated penalties that have accrued 
pursuant to this Settlement Agreement. 

XVIII. COVENANTS BY EPA 

60. In consideration of the actions that will be performed and the payments that will 
be made by Respondents under the terms of this Settlement Agreement, and except as 
otherwise specifically provided in this Settlement Agreement, EPA covenants not to sue or 
to take administrative action against Respondents pursuant to Sections I 06 and I 07(a) of 
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9606 and 9607(a), fortheWork and FutureResponse Costs. These 
covenants shall take effect upon the EffectiveJ)ate and are condition~d upon the complete 
and satisfactory performance by Respondents of all obligations under'(his Settlement 
Agreement, including, but not limited to, payn1cnt of Futur~ Response Costs pursuant to 
Paragraph 3 8 (Payments for Future Response Costs). T]}eSe covenants extend only to 
Respondents and do not extend to aJ:iy;other person. 

XIX. RESERVATIONS OF RIGHTS BY EPA 

61. Except as specifically providcdin this ~ettlement Agreement, nothing in this 
Settlement Agreement shalllimitthc power and~uthority of EPA or the United States to 
take, direct, or order all. actions necessary to p~o;tect public health, welfare, or the 
environment or to prevent; abate, R!' minimize ~11 actual or threatened release of hazardous 
substances, pollutants, orqontmJJ.ill~+nt~,or hazardous or solid waste on, at, or from the Site. 
Further, npthinginthis Settlem.e,nt Agreern~nt shall prevent EPA from seeking legal or 
equitable relief to enforce the terms of this Settlement Agreement, from taking other legal or 
equitable action as it deems appropriate and necessary, or from requiring Respondents in the 
future to perform additionalactivities pursuant to CERCLA or any other applicable law. 

62. The covenants set forth in Section XVIII (Covenants by EPA) do not pertain to 
any matters otherthan those expressly identified therein. EPA reserves, and this Settlement 
Agreement is withoutp1·ejudiceJo, all rights against Respondents with respect to all other 
matters, including, but notiim,ited to: 

a. liability for failure by Respondents to meet a requirement of this Settlement 
Agreement; 

b. liability for costs not included within the definition Future Response Costs; 

c. liability for performance of response action other than the Work; 

d. criminal liability; 
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e. liability for violations of federal or state law that occur during or after 
implementation of the Work; 

f. liability for damages for injury to, destruction of, or loss of natural resources, and 
for the costs of any natural resource damage assessments; 

g. liability arising from the past, present, or future disposal, release or threat of 
release of Waste Materials outside of the Site; and 

h. liability for costs incurred or to be incurred by ~hR,Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry related to the Site not paid as Futl)r~ :I~~sponse Costs under this 

Settlem::t ~:::e;a:n:~ver. In the event EPA d~t~r~~L'~l1~t~~hy~espondents have ceased 

implementation of any portion of the Work, are seriously or repeatedly deficient or late in 
their performance of the Work, or are implementing the Work in a manner that may cause 
an endangerment to human health or the environment, EPA may issue a written notice 
("Work Takeover Notice") to Respondents and assume tlw performance ofall. or any 
portion(s) of the Work as EPA dee/:IW 11ecessary ("W()rk Jakeover"). Any Work Takeover 
Notice issued by EPA (which writinppl\a;)',\Je electronic), ;yill specify the grounds upon 
which such notice was issued. Respo)"l~erits•rn<9'invoke th,e Rrocedures set forth in Section 
XV (Dispute Resolution) to dispute EPA,ts deter!l1\!1ation tha"N_akeover of the Work is 
warranted under this P~r~pi'~Vh,: However;, notwith,~til):l<;li~g Respondents' invocation of 
such dispute resolutiqnproce<;lutes, and duri11gthp peridei).cy,of any such dispute, EPA may 
in its sole discretion commenceand continue. a Work Takeover until the earlier of the date 
that Respondents remedy, .to EPA's satisfaction, the circumstances giving rise to EPA's 
issuance of the relevant Work Takeover Notice, or the date that a written decision 
terminating.such Work Takeover is rendered in accordance with Paragraph 63. Funding of 
Work Takeover costsi~ addresse~under l>aragraph 83. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this S~ttlement Agreef):lept, EPA,Telains all authority and reserves all rights to take any 
and all resp(l11Se actions authorized by law. 

XX. COVENANTS BY RESPONDENTS 

64. Respond~nts covenant not to sue and agree not to assert any claims or causes of 
action against the Uniteq States, or its contractors or employees, with respect to the Work, 
Future Response Costs, or this Settlement Agreement, including, but not limited to: 

a. any direct or indirect claim for reimbursement from the Hazardous Substance 
Superfund established by 26 U.S.C. § 9507, based on Sections 106(b)(2), 107, Ill, 112, or 
113 ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9606(b)(2), 9607,9611,9612, or 9613, or any other 
provision of law; 

b. any claim arising out of response actions at or in connection with the Site, 
including any claim under the United States Constitution, the Louisiana Constitution, the 
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Tucker Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1491, the Equal Access to Justice Act, 28 U.S.C. § 2412, as 
amended, or at common law; or 

c. any claim pursuant to Sections 107 and 113 ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9607 and 
9613, Section 7002(a) ofRCRA, 42 U.S.C. § 6972(a), or state law relating to the Work, or 
Future Response Costs. 

These covenants not to sue shall not apply in the event the United States brings a cause of 
action or issues an order pursuant to any of the reservations set {~rth in Section XIX 
(Reservations of Rights by EPA), other than in Paragraph 62,~1i.a)Jility for failure to meet a 
requirement of the Settlement Agreement) or Paragraph 6+(critninalliability), but only to the 
extent that Respondents' claims arise from the same resp<;irise action, response costs, or damages 
that the United States is seeking pursuant to the applicable reservation. 

65. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to constitute approval or 
preauthorization of a claim within the meaning of Section Ill of CERCLA, 42 U .S.C. § 
9611, or 40 C.F.R. § 300.700(d). 

66. Respondents reserve, an4 tl\is Settlement Ag,r~¢rnent is without prejudice to, 
claims against the United States, subject to the provisions pf Chapter 171 of Title 28 of the 
United States Code, and brought purs~;~ant to a11ystatute oU\e~than CERCLA or RCRA and 
for which the waiver of sovereign immunity is founr.l in a stawte other than CERCLA or 
RCRA, for money dam~gysfqr injury or loss of prpperwor persqnal injury or death caused 
by the negligent or wrongful act.~r omission,of anY employee of the United States, as that 
term is defined in 28U.S.C. § 2671, while acting within the scope of his or her office or 
employment under circumstances where the United Stales, if a private person, would be 
liable to the claitJ1ant in accordance Wcith}he law of the place where the act or omission 
occurred: Howevyr,}he foregoing s!\all m1tipclur.le any claim based on EPA's selection of 
respon~e actions, ortheiRversight or approval.qfRespondents' plans, reports, other 
deliverables or activities. · · 

XXI. OTHER CLAIMS 

67. By issuance of this Settlement Agreement, the United States and EPA assume no 
liability for injuries or damages to persons or property resulting from any acts or omissions 
of Respondents. The United States or EPA shall not be deemed a party to any contract 
entered into by Respondents or their directors, officers, employees, agents, successors, 
representatives, assigns, contractors, or consultants in carrying out actions pursuant to this 
Settlement Agreement. 

68. Except as expressly provided in Section XVIII (Covenants by EPA), nothing in 
this Settlement Agreement constitutes a satisfaction of or release from any claim or cause of 
action against Respondents or any person not a party to this Settlement Agreement, for any 
liability such person may have under CERCLA, other statutes, or common law, including 

26 



but not limited to any claims of the United States for costs, damages, and interest under 
Sections 106 and 107 ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9606 and 9607. 

69. No action or decision by EPA pursuant to this Settlement Agreement shall give 
rise to any right to judicial review, except as set forth in Section 113(h) of CERCLA, 42 
U.S.C. § 9613(h). 

XXII. EFFECT OF SETTLEMENT/CONTRIBUTION 

70. Nothing in this Settlement Agreement shall be '?,C>H~trued to create any rights in, 
or grant any cause of action to, any person not a Party !()·~his Settlement Agreement. Except 
as provided in Section XX (Covenants by Respondents); each of the Parties expressly 
reserves any and all rights (including, but not limited to, pm's{tant to Section 113 of 
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613), defenses, claims, demands, and causes of action which each 
Party may have with respect to any matter, transaction, or occurrence relating in any way to 
the Site against any person not a Party beret(), )'Jothing in this Settlement Agreement 
diminishes the right of the United States, pursua~.tto Sectipn113(f)(2) lm,d, (3) of CERCLA, 
42 U.S.C. § 9613(f)(2)-(3), to pursu~any such pei'S.O~s t{) obtain additionai're~ponse costs or 
response action and to enter into settl,e.wents that give rise' to contribution protection 
pursuant to Section 113(f)(2). · · · · · 

71. The Parties agree that this
1

We~tl~~~~ti~greem~l1t e(l\lStitutes an administrative 
settlement for purposes of:Syctions I 13(!)(~) and 122(~)(4) of'CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 
9613(f)(2) and 9622(h)(4}, and that Respon~ynts (Ire entitled, as of the Effective Date, to 
protection from contribution actions or claims as provided by Sections 113(f)(2) and 
122(h)(4) ofCERCLA, 4?U.S.CJ§ 9613(f)(2) and 9622(h)(4), or as may be otherwise 
provided bylaw,for "matters a,dc!re~sed''. in this Settlement Agreement. The "matters 
addressed" i.r! this SettlementA(greemerit arethe 'Work and Future Response Costs. The 
Parties fWther agree thl!t,this S~ft~yment Agtf')!')l}1.ent constitutes an administrative settlement 
for purpos~s of Section 1nf.(f)(3)(J3)(lfCERCL( 42 U.S.C. § 9613(f)(3)(B), pursuant to 
which eaci:Jffi~spondent has;.~s of the Affective Date, "resolved its liability to the United 
States ... for s.ome or all of a response action or for some or all of the costs of such action." 

72. Each Respondent shall, with respect to any suit or claim brought by it for matters 
related to this Settlement Agre()ment, notify EPA in writing no later than 60 days prior to 
the initiation of such suitor claim. Each Respondent also shall, with respect to any suit or 
claim brought against it fol'.matters related to this Settlement Agreement, notify EPA in 
writing within I 0 days after service of the complaint or claim upon it. In addition, each 
Respondent shall notify EPA within I 0 days after service or receipt of any Motion for 
Summary Judgment and within I 0 days after receipt of any order from a court setting a case 
for trial, for matters related to this Settlement Agreement. 

73. In any subsequent administrative or judicial proceeding initiated by EPA, or by 
the United States on behalf of EPA, for injunctive relief, recovery of response costs, or 
other relief relating to the Site, Respondents shall not assert, and may not maintain, any 
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defense or claim based upon the principles of waiver, resjudicata, collateral estoppel, issue 
preclusion, claim-splitting, or other defenses based upon any contention that the claims 
raised in the subsequent proceeding were or should have been brought in the instant case; 
provided, however, that nothing in this Paragraph affects the enforceability of the covenant 
by EPA set forth in Section XVIIl (Covenants By EPA). 

74. Effective upon signature of this Settlement Agreement by a Respondent, such 
Respondent agrees that the time period commencing on the date of its signature and ending 
on the date EPA receives from such Respondent the payments required by Section XIV 
(Payment of Response Costs) and, if any, Section XVII (Stip\llated Penalties) shall not be 
included in computing the running of any statute of limitatfpns potentially applicable to any 
action brought by the United States related to the "m!!t~ers !!ddressed" as defined in 
Paragraph 71 and that, in any action brought by tl1~United State,s, related to the "matters 
addressed," such Respondent will not assert, ap.;dimay not maintail},.any defense or claim 
based upon principles of statute of limitatio1,1s, iwaiver, laches, estopp~L or other defense 
based on the passage of time during such period" If EPA gives no tic~ to Respondents that it 
will not make this Settlement Agreement effective,the stat\lte of limitations shall begin to 
run again commencing ninety days .after the date such noti,ce is sent by EPA. 

XXIJI. INDEMNIFICATION 

75. Respondents shall indemnify, save, anq ~!Jld harmle~~the United States, its 
officials, agents, contr'lctprs,, s~bcontractqrs, employe~s,}nd repJ;esentatives from any and 
all claims or causes of action arising from,oron,,ac.cotintp,f,pegligent or other wrongful 
acts or omissions of Respondents, their offic~rs,·directors, employees, agents, contractors, 
or subcontractors, in carrying out actions pursu;mt to this Settlement Agreement. In 
addition, Respqndents agree tppaythe United Sta(,es all costs incurred by the United States, 
including but notjimited to attorneys fees a~d other expenses of litigation and settlement, 
arising. f,r.:.o .. m or on acco.u .... nt. of cla.im .. s. made agai.n.st the United States based on negligent or 
other wr011gful acts or omis~ions of ~~sponde1~ts, their officers, directors, employees, 
agents, contra~tors, subcont;-~tctors, anp, any persons acting on their behalf or under their 
control, in carrying out activities pursuan,t to this Settlement Agreement. The United States 
shall not be held;.q~t as a party tq any contract entered into by or on behalf of Respondents 
in carrying out actiyities pursuflnt to this Settlement Agreement. Neither Respondents nor 
any such contractor snail bec,onhidered an agent of the United States. 

76. The United States shall give Respondents notice of any claim for which the 
United States plans to seek indemnification pursuant to this Section and shall consult with 
Respondents prior to settling such claim. 

77. Respondents waive all claims against the United States for damages or 
reimbursement or for set-off of any payments made or to be made to the United States, 
arising from or on account of any contract, agreement, or arrangement between any one or 
more of Respondents and any person for performance of Work on or relating to the Site, 
including, but not limited to, claims on account of construction delays. In addition, 
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Respondents shall indemnify and hold harmless the United States with respect to any and all 
claims for damages or reimbursement arising from or on account of any contract, agreement, 
or arrangement between any one or more of Respondents and any person for performance of 
Work on or relating to the Site, including, but not limited to, claims on account of 
construction delays. 

XXIV. INSURANCE 

78. At least 14 days prior to commencing any on-Site Work under this Settlement 
Agreement, Respondents shall secure, and shall maintain for the duration of this Settlement 
Agreement, commercial general liability insurance with.iih1its of 18 million dollars, for any 
one occurrence, and automobile insurance with limit~ :?f.2' .JUillion dollars, combined single 
limit, naming the EPA as an additional insured with respecttof~llliability arising out of the 
activities performed by or on behalf of Respo~41:lffts pursuant to thf;'i Settlement Agreement. 
Within the same time period, Respondents s~~IJ,provide EPA with per~ificates of such 
insurance and a copy of each insurance poli'cyq.~espondents shall slib.JUit, such certificates 
and copies of policies each year on the annivets~r,v.ofthepf[ective Date,)\1 addition, for 
the duration of the Settlement Agree!Uent, Respond~rts~hilll satisfy, or sha'l!ensure that 
their contractors or subcontractors s;:ttinf.Y, all applicablp)a\IVs and regulatim1s regarding the 
provision of worker's compensation insuri\l)Ce for all perspns performing the Work on 
behalf of Respondents in furtherance of this ~pt,t]~ment Agr~yment. If Respondents 
demonstrate by evidences~tisfactory to,~PA tliatai',)', contract?ror subcontractor maintains 
insurance equivalent to tl~a~ qpscribed aboy . .y, or insur~n.;e cov~ril)g some or all of the same 
risks but in an equal:o.r1esser amqunt, then ~es.rW1fldents 1wedprovide only that portion of 
the insurance describeq above whiyh is not maii1tained by such contractor or subcontractor. 

XXV. FINANCIALASSURANCE 

79 ., In order to ensure completion of the Work, Respondents shall establish, maintain, 
and submit to EPA financial assurance, initially in the amount of$ 20 million, the estimated 
cost of the work, for the benefit of EPA. Respondents shall also establish, maintain, and 
submit to EPA a standby trust fund into which funds from financial assurance mechanisms 
can be depositeq ifthe issuer of;~he financial assurance is directed to do so by EPA pursuant 
to Paragraph 83. T!l,C financial,~S;surance, which must be satisfactory in form and substance 
to EPA, shall be in th~ f?rm (lrqne or more of the following mechanisms (provided that, if 
Respondents intend to use,.JUultiple mechanisms, such multiple mechanisms shall be limited 
to surety bonds, letters of credit, trust funds, and insurance policies). 

a. a surety bond that provides EPA with acceptable rights as a beneficiary thereof 
unconditionally guaranteeing payment and/or performance of the Work; 

b. an irrevocable letter of credit, payable to or at the direction of EPA, that is issued 
by an entity that has the authority to issue letters of credit and whose letter-of-credit 
operations are regulated and examined by a federal or state agency; 
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c. a trust fund established for the benefit of EPA that is administered by a trustee 
acceptable in all respects to EPA; 

d. a policy of insurance that provides EPA with acceptable rights as a beneficiary 
thereof, is issued by an insurance carrier acceptable in all respects to EPA, and ensures the 
payment and/or performance of the Work; 

e. a demonstration by one or more Respondents that each such Respondent meets the 
financial test criteria of 40 C.P.R. § 264.143([) with respecttq, the Estimated Cost of the 
Work (plus the amount(s) of any other federal, state, or trii)~lenvironmental obligations 
financially assured through the use of a financial test Ol' g\]ai·antee), provided that all other 
requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 264.143([) and this Section.are satisfied; and/or 

f. a written guarantee to fund or perform,theWork executed in favor of EPA 
provided by one or more of the following: ( 1) a direct or indirect parent company of a 
Respondent, or (2) a company that has a "subst~ntial business relatio!l~hip" (as defined in 
40 C.F.R. § 264.141 (h)) with at least one Respo11q~nt; provided, however, that any company 
providing such a guarantee must de111onstrate to th(J satis[ac~ion of EPA that ;it satisfies the 
financial test and reporting requiremep.tsfor owners ~P.~' pperators set forth in subparagraphs 
(!)through (8) of 40 C.F.R. § 264.1~3([) tmd this Section,with respect to the Estimated Cost 
of the Work (plus the amount(s) of ahy othe1>.federal, state, or tribal environmental 
obligations financially assured through the use ofa financialtest or guarantee). 

80. Within 14 days after the Effective Date, Respondents shall submit all executed or 
otherwise finalized financial assurance mechanisms or other documents required, in a form 
substantially identical to the documents agreed to during negotiations that includes the 
Superfund Division Director as the Region 6 recipient, at the mailing address: 

Superfund Division Direct,or (6SF) 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1445 ,Ross A venue · 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733. 

A copy sha1lbe sent to 'Paige Delgado consistent with the address/information at 
Paragraph Is: 

81. If Respondents provide or obtain financial assurance for completion of the Work 
by means of a demonstration or guarantee pursuant to Paragraph 79.e or 79.f, Respondents 
and/or their guarantors shall also comply with the other relevant requirements of 40 C.F.R. 
§ 264.143(f) relating to these mechanisms unless otherwise provided in this Settlement 
Agreement, and with the requirements of this Section, including but not limited to: (a) the 
initial submission of required financial reports and statements from the relevant entity's 
chief financial officer and independent certified public accountant to EPA no later than 14 
days after the Effective Date; (b) the annual re-submission of such reports and statements 
within 90 days after the close of each such entity's fiscal year; and (c) the notification of 
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EPA no later than 30 days after any such entity determines that it no longer satisfies the 
financial test requirements set forth at 40 C.F.R. § 264.143(f)(l), and in any event within 90 
days after the close of any fiscal year for which the year-end financial data show that such 
entity no longer satisfies such financial test requirements. Respondents agree that EPA may 
also, based on a belief that the relevant entity may no longer meet the financial test 
requirements of this Section, require reports of financial condition at any time from the 
relevant entity in addition to those specified in this Section. For purposes of the tinancial 
assurance mechanisms specitied in this Section, references in 40 C.F.R. Part 264, Subpart 1-I 
to: (l) the terms "current closure cost estimate," "current p~s,trclosure cost estimate," and 
"current plugging and abandonment cost estimate" shall<jl~q!include the Estimated Cost of 
the Work; (2) "the sum of current closure and post-cl~S,11f~Lcqst estimates and the current 
plugging and abandonment cost estimates" shallmea~·1'tlle sl.jm of all environmental 
obligations" (including obligations under CERCL,i\, RCRA, EPj-\'s Underground Injection 
Control program, 40 C.F.R. Part 144, enacted a~ part of the Solid.\Vaste Disposal Act, 42 
U.S.C. §§ 6901 to 6992k, the Toxic Substances:control Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 2601 to 2695d, 
and any other federal, state, or tribal envirom1lental obligation) guaranteed by such company 
or for which such company is otherwise tinancia.lly obligat~d in addition tothe Estimated 
Cost of the Work to be performed i11.accordance with this Settlement Agreement; (3) the 
terms "owner" and "operator" shall PS'ftepmed to refertP, each Respondent obtaining a 
guarantee or making a demonstrationmnder;,hllragraph 79:·'?. or 79. f; and ( 4) the terms 
"facility" and "hazardous waste management f11qi)ity" shall !Je deemed to include the Site. 

!' :o --,: >': :.:,, .. , 

82. Respondents shal)pi~igently rilqpitor thg'~o~Cjl!acy dfthe tinancial assurance. In 
the event that EPA determines a11dso notifi~s ~espondents, or any Respondents become 
aware of information indicating, that financial.assurance provided pursuant to this Section is 
inadequate or otherwise no longe!'satisfies the requirements set forth in this Section, 
whether due to, an increase in theestin1atedcost of completing the Work or for any other 
reason, Respondents sl1all notifyEPA ofthe.i11adequacy within 30 days and, within 30 days 
after pro.yiding to or rece,iying frp11~ EPA such.110tice, shall obtain and submit to EPA for 
approval<IJ/roposal for a.reyised (),.'~lternativeform of financial assurance that satisties the 
requirementM,et forth in this ~ection: '~[EPA approves the proposal, Respondents shall 
provide a revisec\,or alternate prmncial assurance mechanism in compliance with and to the 
extent permitted py such writteiJapproval and shall submit all documents evidencing such 
change to EPA purstwpt to the c\elivery instructions in Paragraph 80 within 30 days after 
receipt of EPA's writl¢!1 approval. In seeking approval for a revised or alternate form of 
tinancial assurance, Respondents shall follow the procedures set forth in Paragraph 84. If 
EPA does not approve the proposal, Respondents shall follow the procedures set forth in 
Paragraph 84 to obtain and submit to EPA for approval another proposal for a revised or 
alternate form of tinancial assurance within 30 days after receipt of EPA's written 
disapproval. 

83. The issuance of a Work Takeover Notice pursuant to Paragraph 63 (Work 
Takeover) shall trigger EPA's right to receive the benefit of any financial assurances 
provided pursuant to this Section. At such time, EPA shall have the right to enforce 
performance by the issuer of the relevant financial assurance mechanism and/or immediately 
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access resources guaranteed under any such mechanism, whether in cash or in kind, as 
needed to continue and complete all or any portion(s) of the Work assumed by EPA. In the 
event (a) EPA is unable to promptly secure the resources guaranteed under any such 
financial assurance mechanism, whether in cash or in kind, necessary to continue and 
complete the Work assumed by EPA, or (b) the financial assurance involves a 
demonstration of satisfaction of the financial test criteria pursuant to Paragraph 79.e or 79.f, 
Respondents shall immediately upon written demand from EPA deposit into an account 
specified by EPA, in immediately available funds and without setoff, counterclaim, or 
condition of any kind, a cash amount up to but not exceeding .the estimated cost of the 
remaining Work to be performed as of such date, as deten?W~d by EPA. All EPA Work 
Takeover costs not paid pursuant to this Paragraph shall:\J(l reimbursed under Section XIV 
(Payment of Response Costs). In addition, if at any til)1e EP.il,.is notified by the issuer of a 
financial assurance mechanism that such issuer intends to ca6cel the financial assurance 
mechanism it has issued, then, unless Respon?<'Tii~;provide an ~Iternate financial assurance 
mechanism in accordance with this Section nojater than 30 days priorto the impending 
cancellation date, EPA shall be entitled (as of and after the date that is 3.0 days prior to the 
impending cancellation) to draw fully on the funds guaranteed under the then-existing 
tinancial assurance. · 

84. Respondents shall not recl\.lt;e;t!rr an.1ountof, o~;c,hange the form or terms of, the 
financial assurance until Respondentsxppeive.\\'ritten appr\>yalfrom EPA to do so. 
Respondents may petition .I:lPA in writin;g(o reque~.t·~IJ.ch a te?vction or change on any 
anniversary of the Effectivp JR~te, or at anyothertlllwagrped til py the Parties. Any such 
petition shall include tl1e estimated cost ofilrer~n1aining Work and the basis upon which 
such cost was calculated, and, for proposed changes to the form or terms of the financial 
assurance, the proposed revisions to the form or terms of the tinancial assurance. If EPA 
notities Responde.t1ts that it has approved the requested reduction or change, Respondents 
may reduce or otherwise change the financial assurance incompliance with and to the extent 
permitted by such writtqn approv~Iand shall submit all documents evidencing such 
reduction.or change to EPJ\.pursuaht•to the delivery instructions in Paragraph 80 within 30 
days after recejpt ofEPA'Swritten cteci.sion. If EPA disapproves the request, Respondents 
may seek disput.e.resolution pursuant to Section XV (Dispute Resolution), provided 
however, that Respondents mayc1·educe or otherwise change the financial assurance only in 
accordance with an ~greemen(!'eached pursuant to Section XV or EPA's written decision 
resolving the dispute. 

85. Respondents shall not release, cancel, or discontinue any tinancial assurance 
provided pursuant to this Section until: (a) Respondents receive written notice from EPA in 
accordance with Paragraph 90 that the Work has been fully and finally completed in 
accordance with this Settlement Agreement; or (b) EPA otherwise notifies Respondents in 
writing that they may release, cancel, or discontinue the financial assurance(s) provided 
pursuant to this Section. In the event of a dispute, Respondents may seek dispute resolution 
pursuant to Section XV (Dispute Resolution), and may release, cancel, or discontinue the 
financial assurance required hereunder only in accordance with an agreement reached 
pursuant to Section XV or EPA's written decision resolving the dispute. 
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XXVI. MODIFICATION 

86. The OSC may modify any plan or schedule in writing or by oral direction. Any 
oral modification will be memorialized in writing by EPA promptly, but shall have as its 
effective date the date of the OSC's oral direction. Any other requirements of this 
Settlement Agreement may be modified in writing by mutual agreement of the parties. 

87. If Respondents seek permission to deviate from any approved work plan or 
schedule, Respondents' Project Coordinator shall submit a\1\(ritten request to EPA for 
approval outlining the proposed modification and its basis:, ~espondents may not proceed 
with the requested deviation until receiving oral or writtel~ approval from the OSC pursuant 
to Paragraph 89. 

88. No informal advice, guidance, suggestion, or comnientby the OSC or other EPA 
representatives regarding reports, plans, specif).yations, schedules, or,any other writing 
submitted by Respondents shall relieve Respondents of their obligatio11}o obtain any formal 
approval required by this Settlement Agreement;' or to comply with all requirements of this 
Settlement Agreement, unless it is formally modified. · 

XXVII. ADDITIONAL REMOVAL ACTION 

89. If EPA determines that additional removal actions not included in the Removal 
Work Plan, or other approvedplan are necessary to:~rotect public health, welfare, or the 
environment, and such additional remova!;aytions m·e consistent with the Statement of Work 
attached to this Settlement Agree111ent, EP A'\\'ill notify Respondents of that determination. 
Unless otherwise stated.by EPA, ~ithin 30 days, after receipt of notice from EPA that 
additional re1no~al actions are neceSSf!r¥ to protel)t public health, welfare, or the 
environm~nt, Respopdents shffllsnbmitfor.approval by EPA a work plan for the additional 
removal actions. The plan shall conform to the ,applicable requirements of Section Vlll 
(Work to Be Performed) of this Settlement Agreement. Upon EPA's approval of the plan 
pursuant to Paragraph 18 (Work Plan and Implementation), Respondents shall implement 
the plan for additional removal actions in accordance with the provisions and schedule 
contained therein. This Section does not alter or diminish the OSC's authority to make oral 
modifications to any plan or schedule pursuant to Section XXVI (Modification). 

XXVIII. NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF WORK 

90. When EPA determines, after EPA's review of the Final Report, that all Work has 
been fully performed in accordance with this Settlement Agreement, with the exception of 
any continuing obligations required by this Settlement Agreement, including Post-Removal 
Site Controls, payment of Future Response Costs, or record retention, EPA will provide 
written notice to Respondents. If EPA determines that such Work has not been completed 
in accordance with this Settlement Agreement, EPA will notify Respondents, provide a list 
of the deficiencies, and require that Respondents modify the Work Plan if appropriate in 
order to correct such deficiencies. Respondents shall implement the modified and approved 
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Work Plan and shall submit a modified Final Report in accordance with the EPA notice. 
Failure by Respondents to implement the approved modified Work Plan shall be a violation 
of this Settlement Agreement. 

XXIX. INTEGRATION/ APPENDICES 

91. This Settlement Agreement and its Statement of Work constitute the final, 
complete, and exclusive agreement and understanding among the Parties with respect to the 
settlement embodied in this Settlement Agreement. The parties acknowledge that there are 
no representations, agreements, or understandings relating to 'the settlement other than those 
expressly contained in this Settlement Agreement. 

XXX. EFFECTIVE DATE 

92. This Settlement Agreement shallb~ (:ffective 7 days after the Settlement 
Agreement is signed by the Region 6 Superfund Division Director. 
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The undersigned representative of the Respondent certifies that they are fully authorized to enter 
into the terms and conditions of this Settlement Agreement, CERCLA Docket No. , and 
to bind the party they represent, in the matter of Explo Systems, Inc. Site. 

Agreed this_ day of , 2 

For Respondent ------

By 

Title ------
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The undersigned Party enters into this Settlement Agreement, CERCLA Docket No.---··' in 
the matter of Explo Systems, Inc. Site. 

It is so ORDERED and Agreed this ___ day of ___ , 2 

BY: ______ ~ 

Carl Edlund, P.E. 
Superfund Division Director 
EPA Region 6, 

DATE: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

----
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AI>PENDIXA 

I. EPA Statement of Work. 
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1) Site Background 

Statement of Work 
EXPLO Systems, Inc. 

Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana 

The Explo Systems, Inc. Site ("Site"} is located on approximately 132 acres of Camp Minden, 
Louisiana. Camp Minden includes approximately 14,995 acres, and was formerly known as the 
Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant ("LAAP"). LAAP's primary function was to produce, assemble, 
load, and pack ammunitions. Burning and demolition activities were also performed to destroy 
explosives and explosive wastes generated by manufacturing of munitions. The above activities 
resulted in LAAP's placement on the National Priorities List in March 1989. 

On January 1, 2005, the United States Army ("Army") transferred ownership of the Louisiana Army 
Ammunition Plant to the State of Louisiana National Guard ("LNG"}, and the property was re­
named Camp Minden, Louisiana. As owner of the Site prop,e;rty1 L~G entered into leasing 
agreements with Explo Systems, Inc. ("Explo"}, which allowed Explo to use the Site property and 
approximately 100 magazines/buildings. Explo utili~~d the Site prop'erty,magazines and buildings 
to perform activities required under demilitariza.tiqn and disposal contracts (i.e., November 16, 
2006 and March 24, 2010 contracts} Explo entered into with the Army. 

2) Site History 

On October 15, 2012, an explosion of a magazine containing black powder occurred at the Explo Site. As 
a result of the violations observed during the inspe,ction of the explosion, the Louisiana State Police 
("LSP"} served a search warrant on Explo Systems, lnq,J;he search warrant was executed on November 
27, 2012. During the search,LSp identified 9-10 million pounds of unsecuryd and improperly stored M6 
propellant. From Novem.ber28,2pli! through Decemb~r7,20l2,people from the town of Doyline, 
Louisiana (i.e., approximately 400 homes} were eva.cu;:~teddue to the risk of explosion from the M6 
propellant, and its unsafe .proximity to the human population residing in Doyline, Louisiana. From 
November 28, 2012, through May 2013, the LSP and Explo secured and stored the M6 Propellant in 
magazines atthe Site. 

Additionalinvestigation of the Explo Site revealed the improper storage of other materials, in addition 
to the M6 propellant. For example, the. Army's Explosives Safety Board 2013 safety reviews show the 
materials storecJ at the Site incluqe: 1} 128 pounds of black powder; 2} 200 pounds of Composition H6; 
3} four 50-gallon drums of ammonium perchlorate; 4} two 50-gallon drums and 150 pound boxes of 
Explosive D (ammonium picrate}; 5} 109,000 pounds of M30 propellant; 6} 320 pounds of Clean Burning 
Incendiary (CBI); 7} 661,000 pounds of nitrocellulose; 8} 1.817 million pounds oftritonal mixed with tar; 
and 9} 15 million pounds of M6 propellant. Some of the hazardous substances and chemicals included in 
the above materials include trinitrotoluene, aluminum, 2-methy-1,3,5- trinitrobenzene, dinitrotoluene, 
dibutylphthalate, diphenylamine, nitroglycerin, nitroguanidine, centra lite, and graphite. These materials 
are known to be highly reactive according to material safety data sheets. Incompatible hazardous 
materials are stored in close proximity to one another. 

Site investigations also show that Explo Systems Inc. utilized Site property and buildings to perform sub­
contract work required under the Demilitarization and Disposal Purchase Order Agreements (i.e., 
September 11, 2011, December 2012 and January 17, 2013) between Explo and General Dynamics-OTS 
("GD-OTS"}. GD-OTS served as the primary contractor under August 18, 2005, and March 17, 2011, 
demilitarization and disposal contracts between GD-OTS and the Army. Pursuant to work required under 
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Statement of Work 
EXPLO Systems, Inc. 

Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana 

such agreements, M30 propellant and triton a I (aluminum/TNT mixture) were sent to the Explo Site. The 
M30 propellant and tritonal also contain some of the chemicals (e.g., nitrocellulose, nitroglycerin, and 

nitroguanidine) mentioned previously. 

Site investigations show that the hazardous materials at the Site present a significant risk of an 
explosion, and injury to workers and residents near the Site. The investigations show that due to the 
handling and unknown storage conditions of the materials, lot integrity/identity has been compromised 
and the stability of the materials cannot be guaranteed. According to hazardous materials explosiveness 

standards, materials stability tested as Level C and Level D have stability concerns. Level D tested 
materials should be disposed of immediately as they present a significant risk of explosion. In addition, 
materials such as nitrocellulose have the ability to auto-ignite. Ass'uch, the conditions at the Site and 
preponderant evidence show that an explosion will likely occur if the.materials are not addressed in the 

near-term. Due to the volume of explosive and hazardous m'aterials, the unknown stability of such 
materials, the incompatible storage of such materials, and the unsafe proximity to human populations, 
there is a significant threat of an explosion and injury for workers at the Site, and residents of the town 

of Doyline, Louisiana. 

Due to the handling and storage conditions of the hazardous materials described above, and the threat 
of explosion and injury to workers on-site and nearby residents, the LSP commenced license revocation 
proceedings against Explo Systems, Inc. in 2013. The LNG commenced eviction proceedings against 
Explo Systems, Inc. for delinquent rent and expenses in 2013 as Well. In addition, the United States 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms Bureau (ATF)issued a notice of license revocation in August 2013 due to 

a criminal indictment pending against Explo, and the improper storage ()fexplosives at the Site. The 
Webster Parish, Louisiana, District Attorney's Office issu{!d:a criminal indictment against several of 
Explo's executives and officers in 2013, and the criminal action is proceeding towards trial. In 2012, EPA 

Criminal Investigations Division (CID) commenced an investigation concerning Explo, and such 
investigation is ongoing. 

3) Work To B~ Performed 

a) Work shall include, at a minimum, all actions necessary to implement the removal action as 
described within the site-specific Statement of Work. The actions to be implemented 

generally, include, but ar,e not limited to, the following: 
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Statement of Work 
EXPLO Systems, Inc. 

Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana 

To conduct a removal action of the following hazardous materials currently stored at the 

Site to include: 1) 128 pounds of black powder; 2) 200 pounds of Composition H6; 3) four 

50-gallon drums of ammonium perchlorate; 4) two 50-gallon drums and 150 pound boxes of 

Explosive D (ammonium picrate); 5) 109,000 pounds of M30 propellant; 6) 320 pounds of 

Clean Burning Incendiary (CBI); 7) 661,000 pounds of nitrocellulose; 8) 1.817 million pounds 

of tritonal mixed with tar; and 9) 15 million pounds of M6 propellant. 

b) In addition to on-site and off-site disposal options, explore and propose any and all options for 

sale, recycling, and/or reuse for the materials listed above in Paragraph 3a. 

c) Generate and provide a proposed work plan that includes, but is not limited to staffing 

requirements and limitations, travel/mobilization costs and requirements, necessary equipment 

as well as availability/limitations of necessary equipment required and available materials, 

proposed disposal/recycle/reuse methods, total and itemized cost, and duration for each phase 

(if applicable), and timeline/schedule. 

d) Limitations concerning the volume to be disposec:j of sho,l)ld be accounted forwhen calculating 

the total cost and time required}\Jhqisposal, recycling, oheusing the total volume of materials 

listed in Paragraph 3a. Potentiallil)'litation.s,are: 

-Minimum safe distance limitations on the maximum volume of material that can be 

disposed of at one time; 

-Limitations due to the maximum volume of material that can be disposed of each day, due 

to maintenance of the disposal areas or other reasons; 

-Permitaqd/or capaCitdequirements/limitaVons for volume and/or location of disposal; 

and 

-Provide any otherlimitations, qualifications, assumptions that impact the implementation 

of the proposed work plan. 

e) Verify and provide the availability of licensed and experienced personnel that will be available to 

perform the removal of the materials listed in. Paragraph 3a. The proposed Work Plan shall 

reflect compliance wi.th State and Federal statutory requirements. Provide the process for 

ensuring compliance with State and Federal statutory requirements. 

f) Prepare a Spill and Emergency Response Contingency Plan and implement the plan after 

approval by the OSC. The following items must be addressed in detail- (1) Response to spills or 

releases at and/or from the Site to address both the workers on-site and the public exposure, (2) 

Response analysis for conceivable occurrences (i.e. who and what will respond, alternative 

communication methods), (3) Call-down list for notification, (4) Coordination mechanism with 

State and local authorities. 
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Statement of Work 
EXPlO Systems, Inc. 

Minden, Webster Parish, louisiana 

g) Propose achievable milestones by which to gauge the work performed (i.e. date to initiate 

action, date to complete the removal of 25%, 50%, 75% of the material, completion date for the 

removal of all materials listed in Paragraph 3a. 

4) Work Plan and Implementation. 

a) Within 14 days after the Effective Date, submit to EPA for approval a draft work plan for 
performing the removal action (the "Removal Work Plan") generally described in 
Paragraphs 3a -f. The draft Removal Work Plan shall provide a description of and an 
expeditious schedule for, the actions described within this Statement of Work. 

b) EPA may approve, disapprove, require revisionsJo,;0r mpdify the draft Removal Work Plan 
in whole or in part. If EPA requires revisions, submit a revise.d draft Removal Work Plan 
within 7 days after receipt of EPA's notificati.on •of the required r.evisions. Implement the 
Removal Work Plan as approved in writing by EPA in accordancewith the schedule 
approved by EPA. 

c) Upon approval of the Removal Work Plan, implementation of the Work will commence, in 
accordance with the predetermined schedule. Any additional plans, reports, or other 
deliverables that require EPA approval under the SOW or Removal Work Plan shall be 
reviewed and approved by EPA in accordan.ce with this. Paragraph. 

5) Health and Safety Plan 

Within 14 days after theEffective Date, submit for EPA review and. comment a plan that ensures 
the protection of the public health and safety during performance of on-Site work in accordance 
with this Statement of Work. This plan shall be prepared in accordance with EPA's Standard 
Operating Safety Gu.ide (PUB 9285.lc03, PB92-963414, June 1992). In addition, the plan shall 
comply with all currently applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration ("OSHA") 
regulationsfound at 29 C.F.R. Part 1910. The plan shall also include contingency planning. 
Incorporate all changes to the.plan recommended by EPA and shall implement the plan during the 
pendency ofthe removal action .. 

6) Quality Assurance, Sampling1and Data Analysis 

a) Utilize quality assurance, quality control, and other technical activities and chain of custody 
procedures for all samples consistent with "EPA Requirements for Quality Assurance 
Project Plans (QA/RS)" (EPA/240/B-01/003, March 2001, reissued May 2006), "Guidance 
for Quality Assurance Project Plans (QA/G-5)" (EPA/240/R-02/009, December 2002), and 
subsequent amendments to such guidelines upon notification by EPA of such amendment. 
Amended guidelines shall apply only to procedures conducted after such notification. 

b) Prior to the commencement of any monitoring project in accordance with this Statement of 
Work, submit to EPA for approval, a Quality Assurance Project Plan ("QAPP") that is 
consistent with the SOW, and the NCP. Ensure that EPA and State regulator personnel and 
their authorized representatives are allowed access at reasonable times to all laboratories 
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Statement of Work 
EXPLO Systems, Inc . 

. Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana 

utilized for the implementation of this Statement of Work. In addition, ensure that such 
laboratories shall analyze all samples submitted by EPA pursuant to the QAPP for quality 
assurance, quality control, and technical activities that will satisfy the stated performance 
criteria as specified in the QAPP. Ensure that the laboratories they utilize for the analysis 
of samples taken in accordance with this Statement of Work perform all analyses according 
to accepted EPA methods. Accepted EPA methods consist of, but are not limited to, 
methods that are documented in the EPA's Contract Laboratory Program 
(http:/ /www.epa.gov/superfund/programs/clp/). SW 846 "Test Methods for Evaluating 
Solid Waste, Physical/Chemical Methods" 
(http://www. epa .gov / epawaste/ha za rd/testmethods/ sw846/ on I i ne/i nd ex. htm), "Standard 
Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater" 
(http:/ /www.standardmethods.org/), 40 C.F.R. Part 136, "Air Taxies- Monitoring Methods" 
(http://www.epa.gov/ttnamti1/airtox.html)," and any amendments made thereto during 
the course of the implementation of this Statement of Work; Hpwever, upon approval by 
EPA, other appropriate analytical methqcJ~,may be utilized, as long as: (a) quality 
assurance/quality control ("QA/QC") critetia. are contained in the methods and the 
methods are included in the QAPP, (b) the anqlytical methods are at le(lSt as stringent as 
the methods listed above, and (c) the methods,h\)vebe,en approved for usfbY a nationally 
recognized organization responsible for verification and publication of analytical methods, 
e.g., EPA, ASTM, NIOSH, OSHA, etc. Ensure that all laboratories they use for analysis of 
samples taken during actions performed in accordance.with this Statement of Work have a 
documented Quality System that complies with ANSI/ ASQC E4-1994, "Specifications and 
Guidelines for Quality.Systems for EnvironmentaL Data Collecti,on and Environmental 
Technology Programs" (American NationaiStandard,January 5, 1995), and "EPA 
Requirements for Quality Management Plans (QA/R-2)" (fPA/240/B-01/002, March 2001, 
reissued May 2006), or equiv,alent documentation as determined by EPA. EPA may 
consider Environme.ntal Response Laboratory Network ("ERLN") laboratories, laboratories 
accredited under the NationaiEmtironmental Laboratory Accreditation Program ("NELAP"), 
or laboratories that meet 'lnternationai;Standardization Organization (ISO 17025) standards 
or other nationally recognized programs (http://www.epa.gov/fem/accredit.htm) as 
meeting the Quality System requirements. Ensure that all field methodologies utilized in 
collecting samples for subsequent analysis performed during the course of the 
implementation of this Statement of Work are conducted in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in the QAPP approved by EPA. 

c) Upon request, proyide<split or duplicate samples to EPA and the State regulators, or their 
authorized representatives. Notify EPA and the State regulators not less than 7 days in 
advance of any sample collection activity unless shorter notice is agreed to by EPA. In 
addition, EPA shall have the right to take any additional samples that EPA deems necessary. 
Upon request, EPA shall provide split or duplicate samples of any samples it takes as part of 
EPA's oversight of the implementation of the Work. 

d) Submit to EPA the results of all sampling and/or tests or other data obtained or generated 
with respect to the Site and/or the implementation of this Statement of Work unless EPA 
agrees otherwise. 
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Statement of Work 
EXPLO Systems, Inc. 

Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana 

e) The EPA retains all of its information gathering and inspection authorities and rights, 
including enforcement actions related thereto, under CERCLA, RCRA, and any other 
applicable statutes and regulations. 

7) Post-Removal Site Control 

In accordance with the Removal Work Plan schedule, or as otherwise directed by EPA, submit a 
proposal for Post-Removal Site Control which shall include, but not be limited to: a) a Post-Site 
Control and Implementation Plan specifying the objectives, and who is responsible for 
implementation, monitoring, inspection, reporting and enforcement. Upon EPA approval, either 
conduct Post-Removal Site Control activities, or obtain a written commitment from another party 
for conduct of such activities, until such time as EPA determines that no further Post-Removal Site 
Control is necessary. Provide EPA with documentation ofall Post-Removal Site Control 
commitments. 

8) Reporting 

Submit a written progress report to EPA concerning the actions listed in this Statement of Work 
every 14th day after the date of receipt of EPA's approval oftheWork Plan until 'completion of the 
work described in the work plan approved by EPA, unless otherwise directed in writing by the OSC. 
These reports shall describe all significant developments during the preceding period, including the 
actions performed and any problems encountered, analytical data received during the reporting 
period, and the developments anticipated during the next reporting period, including a schedule of 
actions to be performed,·anticipated problems, and planned resolutions of past or anticipated 
problems. 

9) Final Report 

Within 21 days after completion of all Work described within this Statement of Work, submit for 
EPA review.and approval a final report summarizing the actions taken to complete the actions 
described within this Statement of Work. The final report shall conform, at a minimum, with the 
requirements set forth in Section 300.165 of the NCP entitled "OSC Reports," and EPA Guidance 
(i.e., Superfund Removal Proced,ures: Removal Response Reporting- POLREPS and OSC Reports" -
OSWER Directive No. 9360.3-03, June 1, 1994). The final report shall include a good faith estimate 
of total costs or a statement of actual costs incurred, a listing of quantities and types of materials 
removed off-Site or handled on,Site, a discussion of removal and disposal options considered for 
those materials, a listing of:th.e ultimate destination of those materials, a presentation of the 
analytical results of all sampling and analyses performed, and accompanying appendices 
containing all relevant documentation generated during the removal action (e.g., manifests, 
invoices, bills, contracts, and permits). The final report shall also include the following certification 
signed by a responsible corporate official or Project Coordinator: 

i) "I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on 
my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly 
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Statement of Work 
EXPLO Systems, Inc. 

Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana 

responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of 
my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine 
and imprisonment for knowing violations." 

10) Off-Site Shipments. 

a) Any and all shipment of hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants from the Site 
to an off-Site facility must comply with Section 121(d)(3) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9621(d)(3}, 
and 40 C.F.R. § 300.440. Compliance with CERCLA Sectjon 121(d)(3) and 40 C.F.R. § 

300.440 regarding a shipment will be deemed compliant if a prior determination from EPA 
is obtained indicating that the proposed receivingfaCility}or such shipment is acceptable 
under the criteria of 40 C.F.R. § 200.440(b). Investigation Derived Waste (lOW) from the 
Site may be shipped to an off-Site facility in compliance withJPA's "Guide to Management 
of Investigation Derived Waste," OSWER 9345.3-03FS (Jan. 1992}. 

b) The shipment of any Waste Material from-the Site to an out-of-state INaste management 
facility will be permitted only if, prior to any shipment, a written notice is provided to the 
appropriate state environmenta.l official in the receiving-facility's state and to the OSC. 
This written notice requirement shall not apply tb any off-Site shipments when the total 
quantity of all such shipments will nbt<;~~eed ten cubic_yards. The written notice must 
include the following information,•if availab)e: (1) the narn~and location of the receiving 
facility; (2) the type a.~dquantity of Waste Mate.ri.alto be snipped; (3) the schedule for the 
shipment; and (4)the•method of transportatiqn. NotifY the state environmental official 
referenced above and the o.sc of any majqrchanges in the shipment plan, such as a 
decision to ship• the Waste Material to a different out-of-state facility. Provide the written 
notice after the award of the contract for the removal action and before the Waste 
Material. is-shipped. 

Page 7 of7 



From: Malone, George 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2013 4:36 PM 
To: 'John B. King' 
Cc: Delgado, Paige; Brown, Cynthia 
Subject: Explo draft administrative order and statement of work 

Good afternoon. A draft CERCLA administrative order on consent (AOC) and statement of 
work (SOW) are attached to this email for your client's (Explo Systems) review and input. Note 
that this is not a formal notice that has gone through EPA's management review and concurrence 
process. But rather, EPA decided to send the above draft documents to you as part of our efforts 
to commence work at the Site by no later than January 2014. EPA believes that the expertise and 
experience of the private parties, public parties and state and federal regulators are needed to 
promptly and efficiently conduct the response actions needed at the Site. 

In this instance, note that the draft AOC and SOW and may require further modification to 
payment accounts and oversight payment provisions, etc. The Agency is available to discuss 
proposed removal action options involving disposal through on-site burning, demilitarization/re­
use, and/or offsite disposal for the various explosives remaining at the Explo facility. 

Based upon the above time-frame for commencing work at the Site (i.e., no later Jan. 2014), 
EPA respectfully requests your written comments concerning the draft AOC and draft SOW. 
We want to know how you can assist in getting the work started by no later than Jan. 2014. With 
the above time-frame in mind, please email your written comments to George Malone, the EPA 
Site Attorney, and carbon copy Paige Delgado (EPA On-Scene Coordinator), and Cynthia Brown 
(EPA Enforcement Officer) by August 23,2014. EPA would like to discuss your comments by 
conference call, and suggests scheduling the call on September 4, 2013, unless the parties and 
regulators believe another date is more advantageous. 

Upon receipt of this email, please provide an oral response to Ms. Cynthia Brown, Removal 
Enforcement Coordinator, at 214-665-7480, within 7 days and let her know whether you are 
available to participate in a conference call at 2:00 p.m. Central Time, on September 4, 2013. 
The call in number is 1-866-299-3188, code 2146652724#. If you have questions regarding this 
email please contact Ms. Brown at the number above. Questions concerning legal matters should 
be directed to the EPA Site Attorney, Mr. George Malone, 2I4-665-8030. 
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